Geography Curriculum Overview
All our subjects are taught through our 6 core values, with which we aim to develop children who are:
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Curious: inquisitive and inquiring
Aspirational: striving to achieve
Responsible: understanding of their involvement in their education and the wider world


Empathetic: welcoming of others’ opinions and valuing the feelings of others
Persevering: appreciative of the learning journey
Respectful: inclusive, local and global citizens



	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
	Who Are We, Really?
	How Did We Get Here?
	How Can We Tell Our Stories?
	How Does THAT Happen?
	How Do We Live Together?
	How Can We Care For Our Planet?

	Year 1
	Locational Knowledge: 
Identify the four countries of the UK + Locate where the children live within the UK

Place Knowledge: Begin developing a sense of place through the local area and school
Human & Physical Geography: Identify human features: house, school, town, village; Begin noticing features of the immediate environment
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork: Observe the school grounds; Use simple maps of the classroom/school; Use basic positional language (near/far)

	Locational Knowledge: 
Identify the four countries of the UK + 
Human & Physical Geography: Identify human features: house, school, town, village
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork: Use simple maps to locate the UK and places within it (specifically London, England). 

	Locational Knowledge: 
Name and locate the seven continents

Place Knowledge: Make simple comparisons between an area of the UK (Cambridge or London) and a non-European country (Beijing or Shanghai)
Human & Physical Geography: Identify physical and human features
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork: Use maps, globes and atlases to locate continents; develop familiarity with world maps

	Human & Physical Geography: Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK; use vocabulary such as weather and season
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork: Observe weather changes; record simple observations 

	Locational Knowledge: 
Identify the four countries of the UK + Locate where the children live within the UK

Place Knowledge: Begin developing a sense of place through the local area and school
Human & Physical Geography: Identify human features linked to communities; explore local physical features
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork: Create simple maps with symbols; use basic directional language (left/right, near/far)

	Locational Knowledge: 
Name and locate the five oceans

Human & Physical Geography: Identify and name key physical features linked to animal habitats. 
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork: Observe local environment and use geographical vocabulary to describe what is seen


	Year 2
	Locational Knowledge: Name and locate the seven continents

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork: Use maps, globes and atlases to locate continents

	Locational Knowledge: Name and locate the seven continents

Geographical Skills & Fieldwork: Use maps, globes and atlases to locate continents

	
Human & Physical Geography: Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK; use vocabulary such as weather and season

Human & Physical Geography: Identify hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.
	 Place Knowledge: Understand geographical similarities and differences between a small area of the UK (England) a contrasting non-European country (Kenya)
Geographical Skills & Fieldwork
Use compass directions (N, S, E, W); Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives; Carry out local fieldwork to observe and compare features

	
Locational Knowledge: Identify the four countries of the UK
Human & Physical Geography: Identify human features
	
Human & Physical Geography:
Revisit hot and cold areas of the world
Apply understanding of location in relation to the Equator and Poles


	Year 3
	Human geography: describe and understand key aspects of types of settlement and land use. 
Place knowledge: understand geographical similarities/differences through study of a region of the UK. 
Skills: use maps/atlases to locate places and describe features studied
	
	
	
 Physical geography: describe and understand key aspects of mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes. 

Skills: use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 
	Locational knowledge: locate the world's countries, using maps to focus on Europe, including countries, major cities and physical/human characteristics. 
Skills: use maps/atlases/globes/digital mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
	Physical geography: describe and understand climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. This can also reinforce locational knowledge through locating the world's major forest/biome regions. 

Skills: use maps/atlases/globes/digital mapping to locate and describe features studied.

	Year 4
	
Locational knowledge
 locate the world's countries, focusing on Europe (including Russia), including environmental regions, physical/human characteristics, countries and major cities. 
Human geography: types of settlement and land use; economic activity including trade links; distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

	Compare modern local settlements with Anglo-Saxon settlements to identify similarities and differences.
	

	

Physical geography: describe and understand key aspects of rivers and the water cycle. 
The Five Oceans of the World,

Skills
 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate and describe geographical features studied
	

	Apply locational knowledge by locating habitats/environments and reinforce physical geography: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.

	Year 5
	Locational knowledge: use maps to locate countries and their physical/human characteristics. 
Skills: use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to locate countries and describe features. Depending on how explicitly you teach the Nile/settlement relationship, this can also reinforce settlement and land use
	Place knowledge: understand geographical similarities and differences through study of the human and physical geography of a region of a European country – Greece.
 
Locational knowledge: locate European countries and major cities/characteristics. Skills: use maps/atlases/globes/digital mapping.
	
	Locational knowledge: identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern and Southern Hemispheres, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circles, Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 
Skills: use globes/maps/digital mapping.
	Locational knowledge: locate countries of North and South America and their environmental regions, characteristics and major cities. 

Place knowledge: compare a UK region with a region of South America. Physical geography: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 

Human geography: economic activity including trade links. 

Skills: maps/atlases/globes/digital mapping; 8-point compass, 4/6-figure grid references, symbols/key/OS maps; fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human/physical features.
	Human geography: describe and understand the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Skills: use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate and describe patterns/features studied.

	Year 6
	Human geography: describe and understand land use and economic activity. 

Locational knowledge: name and locate counties and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their identifying human/physical characteristics and land-use patterns. 

Skills: use maps/atlases/digital mapping to locate and describe features.
	Locational knowledge: name and locate counties and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their characteristics, key topographical features and land-use patterns; understand change over time. 

Skills: maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping; 8-point compass; 4/6-figure grid references; symbols/key/OS maps; aerial photographs; fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present local human/physical features.
	
	
	
	Locational knowledge: name and locate UK counties and cities, geographical regions, human/physical characteristics, topographical features and land-use patterns; understand change over time. 

Place knowledge: geographical similarities/differences through study of a UK region. 

Skills: maps/atlases/globes/digital mapping; 8-point compass, 4/6-figure grid references, symbols/key/OS maps; fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human and physical features using sketch maps, plans, graphs and digital technologies.
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