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What a wonderfully busy and uplifting
few weeks it’s been! The corridors have
been buzzing with energy — from our
usual joyful learning and classroom
discoveries to the many visitors we’ve
had through our doors. It’s been lovely
welcoming external guests, as well as
both current and prospective parents,
and seeing everyone experience the
vibrant atmosphere that makes this such
a special place to learn and grow.

There’s been such a positive buzz around
the school — full of smiles, curiosity, and
a real sense of community. Thank you to
everyone who’s been part of it, whether
by visiting, volunteering, or simply
cheering us on from home!

Our next newsletter will be sent out on
Wednesday 22nd October 2025, just in
time for the start of half-term. | look
forward to sharing even more highlights
then — but for now, | hope you enjoy this
issue and all the wonderful moments it
captures from the past few weeks.

Chris Butler

Headteacher Check page 5 for
key dates for next
half-term!

THE DATE

Writing Celebration f]_,iteracy

Our first 6 weeks with our Tree

brand new writing framework

— The Literacy Tree — it’s been wonderful to
see the excitement and creativity it has
inspired across the school. From the very
first launch lessons, classrooms have been
buzzing with imagination. We’ve spotted
mysterious letters arriving in
envelopes, | &
fantastical props | S
appearing on |
tables, and even a
whole circus
coming to town as
stories have
come to life!

The children have truly risen to the challenge,
producing some incredible pieces of writing
already. It’s been a joy to see their
confidence, creativity, and use of language
grow week by week. Their hard work is now
proudly displayed on our new FOGG-funded
writing display boards, which showcase each
class’s wonderful work. Don’t miss our whole-
school writing display at the front of the
school — a celebration of the children’s
fantastic progress
so far.

We’ve also been :
especially impressed with the beautiful
handwriting on show — every piece

presented with pride and care.



Girton Glebe Primary School proudly
celebrated Black History Month with a
vibrant week of creativity, movement, and
inspiring learning.

The week began with a whole-school
assembly exploring famous Black Britons,
introducing pupils to trailblazers who have
shaped science, art, sport, and civil rights.
The assembly set the tone for a week filled
with discovery and celebration.

A highlight of the week was a visit from
Oddey, a dynamic local dance teacher and
former member of the acclaimed dance
troupe Flawless, who reached the finals of
Britain’s Got Talent in 2009. Now teaching at
Bodyworks, Oddey brought his infectious
energy to school, leading an Afro Dance
assembly and workshops for all pupils. The
hall was soon alive with music, rhythm, and
smiles as children learned new moves while
exploring the rich cultural roots of Afro
dance.

Art also took centre stage with the school’s
Recreating a Masterpiece project. Each
class contributed to a large-scale recreation
of Lynette Yiadom-Boakye’s striking painting
Condor and the Mole (2011). Yiadom-
Boakye, a British artist of Ghanaian descent,
is known for her expressive oil portraits
celebrating Black identity and imagination.
Each class worked on their own section of

were combined into one impressive display.
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the artwork, experimenting with different %
mediums and techniques before the pieces

Throughout the week, pupils also explored the
lives and legacies of influential Black figures
linked to their year group’s learning:

S
Year Group Focus Figure /
Reception Alma Woodsey-Thomas

Year 1 Floella Benjamin

Year 2 Rosa Parks

Year 3 Mary Seacole

Year 4 Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock

Year 5 Katherine Johnson

Year 6 Walter Tull

The week was a joyful celebration of learning,
creativity, and unity. From dancing to painting
to storytelling, pupils at Girton Glebe Primary
School embraced the spirit of Black History
Month — recognising the extraordinary
contributions of Black Britons and beyond, in
celebrating the diversity that continues to
enrich their school and community.
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Year 2 Trip to Whipple Museum

On Wednesday, 15th October, Year 2 enjoyed
a fascinating trip to The Whipple Museum in
Cambridge, exploring the incredible world of
the human body.

The children met Daphne and Marcel, the
museum’s anatomical models, and discovered
how microscopes and other scientific tools

have helped scientists understand the body ,
and the history of medicine.

They took part in hands-on investigations, .

including optical illusions, experiments with
sound and pitch, and exploring how our
senses work in surprising ways.

In the Bones and Organs workshop, pupils
tested their knowledge of the body and
assembled an X-ray skeleton. It was an
exciting, educational day that brought science
to life! Huge thanks to the adults who
accompanied us on this trip.

Year 6 Trip to Kettle’s Yard

Also Wednesday, 15th October, Year 6 enjoyed
a very fun and interesting trip to Kettle’s Yard
in Cambridge. Kettle’s Yard is an art gallery
filled with a wonderful collection of artworks
gathered since the 1800s. The children learned
how a couple originally bought a small cottage
to display their art, but when there wasn’t
enough space, they hired an architect to design
a larger home to store and share their growing
collection.

The class explored the house and galleries,
discovering how everyday objects, light, and
space can all become part of an artwork. It was
inspiring to see how art and home life blended
together in such a unique way.

Huge thanks to Mia and Teddy (Y6) for their
lovely report on this visit!
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KS1 Drop-Off Update

Thank you to everyone who took the time to
share feedback in our recent survey about
drop-off and pick-up times. We received a
very mixed response, with views fairly evenly
distributed across different preferences.

Overall, parents appreciated the clear
direction to prioritise KS1 collection before
KS2, and we are pleased this has helped to

¥ ) ease congestion and support younger

children’s routines.

After the half-term break, children will return
to being formally dismissed at the original
time of 3:20pm. We understand that some
families may still need a slightly earlier
collection, and we will continue to
accommodate this where possible.

We ask that parents with children in both
EYFS/KS1 and KS2 continue to collect younger
siblings first, as this helps keep the process
smooth and safe for everyone.

Thank you once again for your thoughtful
feedback and continued support.

Getting Winter Ready

As the weather turns colder
and wetter, please ensure
your child comes to school
wearing suitable clothing each
day — including a warm coat,
hat, and waterproof footwear ,
when needed. We’ve noticed a number of
children arriving without coats or other
appropriate layers, even on wet or chilly days.
Outdoor play and learning continue in most
conditions, so being properly dressed helps
children stay comfortable and healthy.

If you are experiencing any difficulties
providing suitable clothing, please speak to
your child’s class teacher — we are here to
help.



Year 3 Trip to Flag Fen

On Monday, 6th October, Lime Class
embarked on an exciting adventure to Flag
Fen Archaeology Park as part of our “Who We
Are” inquiry in history. The day was themed
around Stone Age Survival, giving the children
a chance to step into the shoes of our
prehistoric ancestors.

From the moment we arrived, we were
transported back thousands of years to
explore what life was like in Stone Age Britain.
The children examined fascinating
archaeological evidence and discovered what
early humans needed to survive. Everyone got
hands-on with wattle and daub building,
mixing clay, straw, and even animal dung to
create sturdy Stone Age-style walls!

Next, we channelled our inner prehistoric
artists, experimenting with natural paints
made from materials like berries and charcoal
to produce our own striking pieces of rock art.
The creativity continued as the children
shaped and decorated clay pots, inspired by
authentic prehistoric designs and made using
tools similar to those used thousands of years
ago.

Later in the day, we learned the ancient skill of
stalking prey and explored how every part of
an animal could be used for survival — not just
for food. We ended our Stone Age experience
gathered around a campfire inside a
reconstructed Bronze Age roundhouse,
reflecting on everything we had discovered.

It was a truly memorable day filled with fun,
learning, and adventure. A big thank you to all
the adults who joined us and helped make the
trip such a success!

The George Seasonal Market:
14th & 15th November

Film Afternoon: 16.11.25
Christmas Fair: 6.12.25

Christmas Tree Shred: 4.1.26

Ceilidh: 23.1.26

Jumble Sale Update

The Friends of Girton Glebe (FOGG)
would like to thank everyone who
donated items, shopped, and supported
the recent jumble sale, which raised an
impressive £1,500. The event was very
well attended, and the team is especially
grateful to all the volunteers who helped
make it possible.

Funds from the sale will go towards
school trip transport, workshops, the
Mathletics subscription, and
improvements to school equipment and
the environment. FOGG is also saving for
new play area equipment and welcomes
any feedback or ideas from parents and
carers at contactfogg@gmail.com.
Wishing everyone a wonderful half term!



‘ Upcoming Dates

3rd November
First day back after half-term

3rd November
Individual and sibling photographs

5th November
Mini-medics (Y1&Y6) and Y3 Library Trip

10th November
Anti-Bullying Week

13th November
Y6 Open Class and Y5 Classical
Archaeology Trip

14th November
Children in Need

18th & 20th November
Parents Evening

20th November
Y5 Open Classroom

26th November
Y2 Technology Museum Trip

9th December
St Andrews Christmas Carols

10th December
Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper
Day

11th December
Y1 & EYFA Nativity

12th December
Last Day of Term and Santa Dash ‘,

Celebration Assembly

Well done to all of the children who were
presented with a Celebration Certificate last

This week’s certificate winners are:
Maple: Eddy & Dario
Birch: Catherine & Lorena
Lime: lona & Felix & Reuben
Cherry: Claudia & Orla
Willow: Harley & Defne
Oak: Mia & Dash & Jasmine
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Open Afternoon

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed
to our Open Afternoon on Tuesday 7th October.
It was wonderful to welcome so many families
into school and to share the fantastic work and
atmosphere across our classrooms.

A reminder that school tours can be arranged at
any time for prospective parents. If you know
someone who may be interested in joining our
school community, please encourage them to
get in touch.

Tours  can be  booked by  emailing
office@gg.tela.org.uk or by calling the school
office on the usual number.




House Points

Congratulations to this week’s House of The
Fortnight:

Here are this fortnight’s totals:
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BOOK NOWN\_

Ad-hoc and emergency bookings available as long

SCAN ME
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Play and Learn Ltd.
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JOIN OUR HOLIDAY CLUB!
CHILD-LED PLAY, ORGANISED SPORTS,
CRAFTS, GAMES AND LOTS MORE KEEPING
KIDS SAFE, ACTIVE AND HAPPY THROUGHOUT
THE HOLIDAYS

pings open Friclay) 190 Seplembe
od



mailto:info@kidsractive.co.uk
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_ OCTOBER HALF TERM

Monday 27" - Friday 31"

Ages 5 - i
8.30am to 5.30pm
£40 per child

ore information and how to boo




