
 
  
 
 
 

Autumn 1 2022 

Welcome to Ash Class and your first half termly letter! We will send one of these out each half term to let you know about what we will be getting up to in 
Reception throughout the year.  

We will start each half term with a topic. Within each theme we will use our professional knowledge to further the children’s understanding and challenge 
them, we will also be listening carefully to their interests and incorporating them into the curriculum. The topics are broad to allow the children's interests 
to inspire all of our learning. 

Topics in Reception 2022/ 2023 

 

This is an overview of the way we will be approaching the new Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

Through the year we will be focusing on supporting and developing the children’s Characteristics of Effective Learning. These are the ways in which 
children engage with their learning.  

1. Playing and exploring - Children investigate and experience things and ‘have a go’. 
2. Active learning - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements. 
3. Creating and thinking critically - Children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.  
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The EYFS curriculum is split up into seven areas of learning and development, which we cover throughout the year. See below for some of the ways we 
incorporate them into our current topic ‘All About Me’.  

All About Me 
Overview: 
This half term our topic is ‘All About Me’. During this half term we will focus on supporting the children to settle into their new learning environment and 
getting to know each other.   
 
We will start by reading these key stories: 
‘Hello, Friend!’ by Rebecca Cobb 
‘The Day You Begin’ by Jacqueline Woodson 
‘The Rainbow Fish’ by Marcus Pfister  
‘Kind’ by Alison Green and Axel Scheffler 
 



 
Communication and Language (C&L): 

 Talking about ourselves, our friends, families 
and our experiences. 

 Communicating with each other; speaking 
clearly and listening carefully. 

 Asking questions to find out more about each 
other.  

 Learning rhymes, poems and songs. 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development (PSED): 

 Making friends and getting to know the 
adults in the setting. 

 Talking about our feelings and considering 
the feelings of others. 

 Knowing when to wash our hands and use 
the toilet and how to do it effectively. 

 To build resilience/perseverance in the face 
of challenge.  

 
 

Physical Development (PD) and PE: 
 Participate in activities which help develop fine 

motor skills through; threading, mark making, 
peg boards, Lego, playdough, junk modelling 
etc. 

 Building core strength through the use of; bikes 
and trikes, obstacle courses, balance bikes and 
gym apparatus. 

Ash Class notices: 
 Forest School will be on Wednesday 

mornings (please dress at home). If you 
haven’t already, please make sure you 
bring a pair of wellies into school, which 
will stay in school all year.  

 PE will be on Thursday mornings (please 
dress at home). Your child will arrive at 
school already dressed in their PE kit and 
please remember to remove 
earrings/jewellery. Thank you. 

 Thank you to all those who have now 
signed the Tapesrty consent form. If you 
haven’t, please talk to Miss Yarwood. 
Please look out for an email in the next 
couple of weeks to active your account 
(sometimes in goes into the junk folder). 
Tapesrty is a great way to share your 
child’s learning and development, so we 
are excited to use this platform very soon!  

 We now have a ‘Creation Station’ in Ash 
class and we need lots of resources for 
junk modelling. Please can you bring any 
items you would usually recycle into 
school e.g. empty cereal boxes, milk lids, 
the cardboard middle of toilet rolls etc. 
Please don’t bring any sharp items e.g. tin 
cans. The children love using their 
imaginations to create models and we 
would appreciate you helping them by 
bringing in junk modelling resources. 
Thank you  

 

Literacy: 

 To encourage a love of reading  

 Recognising and writing new phonemes we 
learn in phonics. 

 Recognising and beginning to write our names 
and starting to form the letters correctly. 

 Starting to recognise other children’s names. 

Understanding the World (UW): 
 Celebrating and embracing change/new 

beginnings 

 Discussing our “All About Me” 
books/uniqueness 

 Special times with our family e.g. birthdays 

 Celebrating Harvest Festival 

Mathematics: 
 We will be focusing on the 5 counting principles 

this half term.  

 One-to-one principle – counting each object 
only once. 

 Stable-order principle – understanding the 
numbers have to be said in a certain order. 

Expressive Art & Design (EAD): 
 Sharing and singing songs that we enjoy 

and listening to music. 

 Expressing ideas and feelings using a 
variety of effects including; paint, pencils, 
junk modelling, clay, plasticine, playdough 
etc.  



 
 Reading with an adult in the classroom. 

 Story telling/ role play.  

 
 

 Forest School sessions 
 

 Cardinal principle – understanding the final 
number name assigned to the final object in a 
group is the total number of objects in that 
group.  

 Abstraction principle – understanding that 
anything can be counted, even things that 
cannot be touched including sounds and 
movements.  

 Order-irrelevance principle – Children 
understanding that the order we count a group 
of objects is irrelevant.  

 Subitising – instantly recognising a small 
quantity without having to count how many 
there are.  

 Matching objects 

 Sorting objects 

 Comparing amounts 

 Coping, continuing and creating patterns.  

 Develop storylines and role play based on 
the children’s experiences and 
imagination. 

 To create a self-portrait.  

 Autumn songs /Harvest Festival  

 

 
 
 

What a positive start to school it’s been!  We have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know your child through home visits and the start of term 
and we look forward to building these relationships further. The children have been amazing and have settled into school extremely well   
 
If you have any questions, please talk to myself or Mrs Collison.  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Miss Rachael Yarwood  


