
 

Key Skills 
Geography: 

 Locating the world’s countries, 
using maps and atlases  

 

History: 
The causes and impact of World War Two will 
be the focus of our historical studies (with 
some comparison to our previous studies on 
WW1) We will cover the following skills:  
 

 Developing a chronologically 
secure understanding of the 
period and how WW2 fits on a 
timeline of British history 
 

 Understanding the causes of key 
historical events 

 

 Understanding the impact of key 
historical events  

 

 Understanding methods of 
historical enquiry 

 

 Reviewing different historical 
sources and evaluating their 
reliability and usefulness 

 

Britain @ War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge 
 

This topic will run throughout the Autumn Term 
 
The knowledge covered will include: 

 When and why WW2 started 
 

 The role of appeasement and The 
Treaty of Versailles as a cause for 
WW2 

 
 

 The Allied and Axis Powers and their 
reasons for joining the war 

 

 The names, dates and details of Key 
Events: 
- The Blitz 
- The Battle of Britain 
- The Evacuation of Dunkirk 
- The Bombing of Pearl Harbour 
- The Battle of The Bulge 
- D- Day 
- V-E Day 
- The Bombing of Hiroshima 

 
 

 The life of Adolf Hitler and how he 
became the leader he did 

 

 The effect of evacuation and rationing 
on Britain during the war 
 

Key Vocabulary, Dates & People 

allies axis evacuation Naxi Party 

1914-1918 rationing Winston 
Churchill 

Adolf Hitler 

Anne Frank Anderson 
Shelter 

The Blitz  
(air-raid) 

Fascism 

gas masks Luftwaffe propaganda invasion 

Dunkirk Pearl 
Harbour 

D-Day Hiroshima 

Alan Turing Enigma Bletchley Park Battle of 
Britain 
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English: 
In English, we will be reading Blitzed by Robert 
Swindells. With this as our focus, we will write 
the following text-types: 
 

 Letters & postcards 

 Narratives, with setting and character 
descriptions 

 Non-chronological reports 
 

We will cover a lot of grammatical skills this 
half-term, including:  

 Recognising the difference between 
formal and informal language and when 
these are appropriate 

 Understanding how words are related by 
meaning as synonyms and antonyms  

 Using the passive voice to affect the 
presentation of information 

 Understanding and using the subjunctive 
form 

 Linking ideas within an across paragraphs 
by using a range of cohesive devices 

 Using appropriate layout devices to 
structure a text 

 Identifying the subject and object of a 
sentence  

 Using semi-colons, colons and dashes to 
mark the boundary between independent 
clauses  

 Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity  

In Reading, we will cover the following skills: 
 Summarise the main events and key details of more than one paragraph, 

identifying details that support the main ideas 

 Draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, providing evidence from the text  

 Make reasonable predictions based on evidence in the text, both stated and 
implied 

 Use evidence from the text to justify opinions or views 

 Consider authors’ vocabulary choices and the impact of these on the reader 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Science: 
This half-term we will focus on Classification of Living Things.  
The skills covered will include: 
 Explain how living things are classified at each level of the Linnaean 

system 

 Design a creatures that has a specific set of characteristics. 
 Explain their predictions and conclusions in an investigation into 

harmful microorganisms 

 Describe and compare the structure of the cells of different 
organisms 

 Describe the characteristics of groups of organisms 

 
R.E: 
We will be looking at Commitment and Islam, focusing on the key 
question: “What is the best way for a Muslim to show commitment to 
God?” The skills covered will include: 

 Explain why one way of showing commitment may not be better 
than another 

 Explore why Muslims choose to show commitment to God in the 
ways that they do and how this might impact on their lives 

 Explain that individuals choose to show different degrees of 
commitment to their religion and relate this to commitments I make 
in my life 

Maths: 
Maths this half-term will focus on place 
value, key arithmetic skills and mental and 
written methods for the four operations.  
 
The skills covered will include:  

 Reading, writing, ordering and 
comparing numbers up to 10 million 

 Rounding numbers to the required 
whole number 

 Introducing and using order of 
operations (BIDMAS) 

 Understanding and working with 
negative numbers  

 Revising and extending addition and 
subtraction methods 

 Using formal multiplication methods to 
multiply up to 4 digits by 2 digits 

 Dividing numbers up to 4 digits by 2 
digits, introducing and using the formal 
long division methods 

 Revising factors and multiples 

 Revising primes, squares and cubes 

 Using negative numbers 

 Solving real-life problems in context 

 Revising efficient mental and written 
methods  

 Building confidence in arithmetic skills 

 Increasing fluency with multiplication 
and division facts 



 
Music:  
To complement our Britain @ War topic, Mrs 
Hamilton will teach the following on a 
Wednesday morning, focusing on use of 
percussion instruments: 
 

 “A Child’s War” Topical songs 

 Whole class mixed ensemble 
performance 

PE: PE this half-term will be Tag Rugby and Yoga 
 

Class notices 
 
 PE is on Monday and Friday 

afternoons. Please ensure that your 
child has both indoor and outdoor PE 
kit on these days. They should come to 
school in their PE kit. 

 Homework will be set on a Friday and is 
due in the following Tuesday, unless 
otherwise specified.  

 Children should practise times tables 
and spellings and read at home every 
night; they should sign their reading 
diaries daily. Parents are kindly asked 
to sign children’s diaries at least once a 
week. 

Tag Rugby 
Pupils will develop key skills and principles 
such as defending, attacking, throwing, 
catching, running and dodging. When 
attacking, pupils will support the ball carrier 
using width and drawing defence. When 
defending, pupils learn how to tag, how to 
track and slow down an opponent, working 
as a defensive unit.  

Yoga 
Pupils learn about mindfulness and body 
awareness. They learn yoga poses and 
techniques that will help them to connect 
their mind and body. The unit looks to 
improve well-being by building strength, 
flexibility and balance. The learning 
includes breathing and meditation, working 
collaboratively with others, creating their 
own flows and leading others. 

French: 
We will continue to practise our conversational French, with more of a focus this year on the 4 key skills of language 
learning: reading, writing, speaking & listening. This half-term, will cover the topic of “Je me presente!” This includes: 

 Greetings 

 Recapping numbers and discussing ages 

 Discussing where we live 

 Talking about our families 

Art: 
To complement our Britain @ War topic, we 
will complete the following art project this 
half-term: 
 

 Research and emulate the works of war 
artist, John Piper  

 Experiment with the use of different 
materials in our work 

 Choose materials and techniques to 
express an idea 

PSHE:  
Through our new PSHE scheme, Jigsaw, we will be exploring the theme 
of “Being Me In My World” this half term.  

 
 
 
 
 

This topic will cover: 

 My Year Ahead 

 Being A Global Citizen 

 The Rights & Responsibilities of Me & Those Around Me 

 Devising Our Own Learning Charter 

Computing: 
Mr Meachen will teach Computing every 
Wednesday, with children focusing on the 
following skills:  

 Using iMix to learn the skills of 
sampling and remixing in a 
number of different ways 

 Adding vocal effects to stems 

 Creating and layering live loops 

 Changing and manipulating the 
genre of a song 

 Creating their own remix of a song 
of their choice 



 
 


