
 

Key Skills 
This topic covers exploration, survival and getting to 
know the world we live in, including learning about 

our local area and the wider world. 

History: 
- Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history 
- Note connections, trends and contrasts over time 
- Understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources 
- Conduct a study over time tracing how several aspects 
of national history are reflected in the locality  

Geography: 
- Locate the world’s countries, focusing on 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, and major cities of the world 
- Use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to 
locate countries and describe features   
- Identify the position and significance of latitude and 
longitude, The Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of 
Capricorn, the Arctic and Antarctic Circle and the Prime 
Meridian    
- Explore time zones  and Greenwich Mean Time 
- Use the eight points of a compass,  four and six figure 
grid references, symbols and keys to explore the local 
area, The United Kingdom and the wider world 
- Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical features of the local 
area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans, graphs and digital technologies  

Extended Writing Opportunities: 
Diary entries  Newspaper Reports 
Extended Essays  Instructions 
Biographies  Persausive Speeches  

We Are Explorers  Key Knowledge 
This topic will span over two half-terms. Some content 

may be taught in Summer 2. 

History: 
Polar Exploration 
- Shackleton’s expedition and its importance 
Scott vs Amundsen:  
- The race to the South Pole 
- Who was the better explorer? 
- What makes a good explorer and why? 

Studying great explorers through time 
- Who were they and where/what did they explore?  
- Why is exploration important? 
- How has exploration changed over time? 
- What have these people taught us about our world and 
how it’s changing? 
- Space exploration and the future 

Geography: 
The Polar Regions 
- The Arctic vs the Antarctic: similarities and differences 
- The importance of these places 
- The impact of global warming  
Exploring the world beyond Europe  
- Understanding the significance of The Equator 
- Identifying lines of Longitude and Latitude 
- Identifying the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn  
- Identifying the Prime Meridian and understanding how 
time zones work, including Greenwich Mean Time 
- Comparing the Northern and Southern hemispheres  
- How does our part of the world compare with others?  
Exploring the local area 
- Getting hands on with fieldwork, maps, atlases, 
compasses and grid-references 
- Understanding the difference between human and 
physical features in our local area 
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We will also become explorers ourselves, learning orienteering, 
fire-lighting, cooking, camping and survival skills! 
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English: Our English work will link to our topic and our 

class text Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz. 
 
Opportunities for writing will include: 
Non-chronological reports 
Narratives  
Formal and informal letters 
Diary entries 
Biographies 
Newspaper Reports 
Instructions 
Persuasive Speeches 
 
We will be recapping what we have already learnt in 
order to improve the accuracy and content of our 
writing. The skills covered will include:  
 

 Distinguish between homophones and other 
words which are commonly confused 

 Independently use dictionaries to check the 
meaning and spelling of words 

 Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 

 Identify the audience for and purpose of writing 

 Select appropriate vocabulary and grammar, 
understanding how such choices can enhance 
meaning 

 Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 

 Use brackets, dashes and commas to indicate 
parenthesis 

 Use a range of relative pronouns and relative 
clauses with omitted relative pronouns  

 Use and understand grammatical terminology  

 Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

 Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of 
their own and others’ writing  

In reading, through our two class texts (Mud Sweat and Tears and You 
Wouldn’t Want To Be On Shackleton’s Polar Expedition) and through 
reading test papers, we will focus on the following skills: 

 Read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference books or text books 

 Read books that are structured in different ways 

 Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a range of 
texts 

 Distinguish between statements of facts and opinion  

 Identify how language, presentation and structure contribute to meaning  

 Discuss their understanding and explore the meaning of words in context 

 Provide reasoned justifications for their views 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Science: 
The topic this half-term will be Earth & Space. 
The skills covered will include: 
• Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as spherical 
• Name the planets in the solar system independently 
• Distinguish between heliocentric and geocentric ideas of planetary movement 
• Explain that day and night is due to rotation of the Earth 
• Support the idea that different places on Earth experience night and day at 
different times with evidence and report and present findings from enquiries 

• Explain how the Moon moves relative to the Earth. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
R.E: 
The topic this half-term will be Peace.  
The skills covered will include: 

 Learn about each religion’s view of peace and different acts of 
achieving and creating peace 

 Compare and contrast the concept of peace across religions 

 Learn about symbolic people of peace and well-known symbols of 
peace, before creating their own 

Maths: 
We will be recapping what we have already learnt in 
order to improve our fluency and problem solving skills. 
The new skills covered in Maths will include: 

 

 Add and subtract decimals with increasing 
confidence 

 Multiply and divide decimals by 10, 100 and 
1,000 and begin to do this mentally 

 Order, compare and sequence decimals 

 Identify and name different types of angles 

 Compare and order angles 

 Measure angles with increasing accuracy 

 Draw lines and angles accurately 

 Calculate angles on a straight line 

 Calculate angles around a point 

 Identify and name different triangles and their 
features 

 Identify and name different quadrilaterals and 
their features 

 Calculate lengths and angles in regular shapes 

 Identify parallel and perpendicular lines in 2D 
shapes  

 Know the difference between regular and 
irregular polygons 

 Know the names and features of a range of 2D 
and 3D shapes 

 Reason about 3D shapes 



 
Music:  
This half-term we will focus on singing, covering the 
following skills: 
 perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their 

voices and playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory 

PE: 
PE this half-term will be Orienteering and Rounders. 
During these topics, we will cover the following skills: 
 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in 

combination 

 Improve hand-eye co-ordination when batting, throwing and catching  

 Develop team work and co-operation skills 

 Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity both individually and within 
a team 

 Participate in competitive sport as part of a team 

Class notices 
 
 On PE days, please ensure that your child has 

both indoor and outdoor PE kit. Children can 
come to school wearing PE kit on these days. 
 

 Homework will be set on a Friday and is due in 
the following Tuesday, unless otherwise 
specified. Additional time may be given for 
some longer homework projects. 
 

 Children should practise times tables and 
spellings and read at home every night; they 
should sign their reading diaries daily. Parents 
are asked to sign children’s diaries at least once 
a week. 
 

French: 
We will be continuing to learn French as a modern foreign language this half-term. 
During this topic, we will cover the following skills: 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 Appreciate songs, stories, poems and rhymes in the language 

 Broaden vocabulary and develop the ability to understand new words that are introduce into familiar written material, including 
through using a dictionary 

 Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied  

Art & DT: 
During this topic, we will explore Art From Around 
The World and complete DT and STEM projects 
related to our topic, covering the following skills: 
 Use a wider range of materials and components 

 Understand how mechanical systems such as 
cams, pulleys or gears create movement 

 Know how more complex electrical circuits and 
components can be used 

 Begin to measure and mark out more accurately 

 Develop close observation skills 

 Generate ideas through discussions, annotated 
sketches, diagrams and prototypes 

 Discuss and review own and others’ work 

PSHE:  
This half-term we will be learning about Living In The Wider World. 
The skills covered will include:  

 Recognise there are human rights that are there to protect 
everyone 

 Understand the relationship between rights and responsibilities 

 Have compassion towards others; understand shared responsibility 
for people and living things and how to show care and concern 

 Discover ways of carrying out shared responsibility for the 
environment in school and at home; how everyday choices can 
affect others and the environment (e.g. recycling, food choices, 
carbon footprint) 

Computing: 
Alongside our topic, we will develop the following 
computing skills: 
 use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 

algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in 
algorithms and programs 

 understand computer networks including the 
internet; how they can provide multiple services, 
such as the world wide web; and the opportunities 
they offer for communication and collaboration 

 use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; 
recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; 
identify a range of ways to report concerns about 
content and contact 

 


