
 

Key Skills 
 
Ask well composed historical questions about 
aspects of everyday life in ancient periods. 
 
Make deductions and draw conclusions about 
the reliability of a historical source or artefact. 
Describe the hierarchy and different roles in past 
civilisations. 
 
Make deductions and draw conclusions about 
the reliability of a historical source or artefact. 
 
Dates and knowledge can be sequenced on a timeline 
using AD or BC. 

 

  

 

Key Knowledge 
 

AD dates become larger the closer they get to the 
present day. BC dates become larger the further 
they get to the present day. The year AD 1 marks 
the birth of Christ in the Gregorian calendar. 
 

Founding of Rome 
There are two explanations for the founding of the 
city of Rome in Italy. Mythical version: Romans 
believed that the city was built by Romulus, the son 
of the god Mars, on 21st April 753 BC. Historical 
version: Historians believe that the city started as a 
collection of small settlements that were built on 
hills near the River Tiber. Over time, they grew and 
joined together to form a city.  
 

Roman social structures  
Ancient Rome had well-structured hierarchy. 
People were born into a group and couldn’t usually 
move from it. At the top was the Emperor, 
followed by the upper class (patricians and 
equites), and at the bottom of the hierarchy were 
the plebeians and the slaves.  
 

Daily life in ancient Rome  
Ancient Rome was a bustling city of over one 
million people. At the centre of the city was a 
meeting place called the forum. The people of 
Rome lived in houses (villas) and apartments 
around the city. They visited 
the shops and markets, bathed at the public baths 
and visited amphitheatres to watch gladiator fights 
for entertainment. They also enjoyed chariot 
racing.  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Rome Emperor Patricians Equites 

Plebeians Slaves  Roman citizen          Forum 

Baths Amphitheatre Gladiator Timeline 
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English: 
In English, following on from our work on volcanoes, we will 
be reading ‘Escape from Pompeii’; we will do two units 
based on this – recounts, in the form of diary entries, and 
poetry. We will also do some poetry based on Christmas! 
(Twas the night before Christmas).    
 
Opportunities for writing will include: 

 Using conjunctions for time & cause - can link to 
subordination (using because and when, etc.).  

 Using fronted adverbials.  

 Using the present and past tense correctly and 
consistently.  

 Learning to read and write independently in all areas of 
the curriculum. 

 Identify the main point of each paragraph in a short 
text and use paragraphs in own writing.  

 Using expanded noun phrases modified by adjectives, 
nouns and prepositional phrases.  

 Using a dictionary to check the spelling and meaning of 
words as well as using a thesaurus to find synonyms 
and antonyms. 

 

Science: 
This half term we will be working on the topic: Light 
 
During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 

 
 recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the 

absence of light   

 notice that light is reflected from surfaces   

 recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are 
ways to protect their eyes   

 recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is 
blocked by a solid object   

 find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change 

 

Maths: 
This half term we shall be covering the following aspects 
of the maths curriculum: 
 
Number – Addition and Subtraction:  

 Add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, 
using formal written methods including column 
method.  

 Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse 
operations to check answers. 

 Solve problems, including missing number 
problems, using number facts, place value, and 
more complex addition and subtraction. 
 

Number – Multiplication and Division:  

 Recall and use multiplication facts for the 2, 4 and 8 
multiplication tables. 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Computing: 
This half term we will be  
During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 

 Explain that the World Wide Web contains lots of web 
pages about different subjects that can be searched. 

 Combine a range of text, images, animation and audio 
and video clips for given purposes.  

 Explain the advantages and disadvantages of 
communicating electronically and strategies for 
preventing issues. 

 

R.E: 
This half term we will be looking at: The Nativity Story 

During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 

 Show where Nazareth is on a map 

 Explain who Mary and Joseph were 

 Make an angel 

 Use a route planner to answer simple 
questions based on Mary and Joseph's route 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem 

 Write about the wise men by filling in some 
simple missing words on an information sheet 

 Explain who King Herod wanted to find. 

Art/DT: 
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 

 Use preliminary sketches in a sketchbook to 
communicate an idea or experiment with a 
technique 

 Learn about Roman mosaics and mosaic 
techniques.  

 Use and combine a range of visual elements in 
mosaic artwork. 

 Make suggestions for ways to adapt and improve 
a piece of artwork. 

 Class notices 
 
PE: Sessions take place on Tuesday & Thursday. PE Kit must be worn all day on PE 
days. 
PPA: Your child will be taught by Mrs Storer Tuesday mornings.  
Reading: Please make sure that your child reads each day and record this is in the 
reading record. 
Homework: Homework will be set on a Friday and is due the following Tuesday.  
 

PE: 
In PE the children will be working on gymnastics with 
Emma Clifton.  
 
During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 
 

 



 
PSHE: 
In PSHE we will be thinking about my friends and family with 
a focus on anti-bullying.  
We will cover the following skills: 

 Be able to describe some of the qualities of a good 
friend. 

 Understand and be able to cope with changes in 
friendship patterns. 

 Be able to identify similarities and differences between 
themselves and their peers.  

French: 
 
 Cover the following skills 
: 

 Learn new French vocabulary through conversation and interaction. 

 Identify and use vocabulary related to colours, numbers and animals. 
 
This term we will also be starting Latin, using the Minimus syllabus. Minimus - Home 
(minimuslatin.co.uk) 

  

 

https://www.minimuslatin.co.uk/
https://www.minimuslatin.co.uk/

