
 

Key Skills 
 

 
Locating countries using maps, atlases 
and globes.  
 
Locating rivers using maps. 
 
Namking and locating cities of the 
United Kindgom.  
 
Identifying key topographical features 
including mountains, coasts and rivers.  
 
Descfribing and understadning key 
asepcst of physical geography 
including rivers and the water cycle.  
 
Describing and understanding key 
aspect  of humanh geography 
including reasons why settlements 
developed next to rivers.   

Flow  
  
 

Key Knowledge 
 

Rivers of the world and major rivers in the UK 
 
Using rivers and settlements near rivers  
People have built settlements next to rivers for thousands of years 
because rivers can provide all the basic needs for life. Rivers provided 
food and fresh water for drinking and washing. The power of flowing 
water was also used by machines, such as waterwheels, to make flour 
and wood pulp.  
 
Parts of a river  
Source – the place where a river starts.  
Tributary – a river or stream that flows into a larger river.  
River channel – a route along which water travels.  
Floodplain – an area of flat land next to a river that floods when the river 
is too full.  
Riverbank – the land at the edge of a river.  
Mouth – the end of a river, where the water flows into a sea or lake.  
 
Physical features of a river  
Meander – a bend in a river or stream.  
Oxbow lake – lake that was once a meander in a river.  
Waterfall – water that falls from a higher to lower level. 
V-shaped valley – valley formed when a river erodes an area of soft rock.  
Interlocking spurs – ridges of hard rock.  
 
Water cycle (precipitation, collection, evaporation, condensation) 
 
Flooding and floodplains 
A floodplain is an area of low-lying, flat ground next to a river. If there is 
a lot of water in the river, it might spill over the riverbank and flood.  
 
Water pollution  
Water can become polluted by waste. Chemicals that farmers put on 
fields can get washed off into rivers. Plastic pollution is also a huge 
problem around the world as plastic doesn’t degrade. Pollution can 
affect aquatic life. 

Key Vocabulary 
source tributary river channel  floodplain 

riverbank Mouth aquatic pollution 

precipitation condensation collection evaporation 
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English: 
In English, we will be focusing our writing on 
Flotsam, a wonderful wordless picture book 
upon which we will be discussing water 
pollution. We will be writing a persuasive letter 
to Daniel Zeichner MP about water pollution in 
the River Cam.  
 
Following this, we will be delving into Journey to 
the River Sea which will transport us to Brazil, 
and upon which we will be further exploring 
storytelling, focusing on action sequences in 
particular.  
 
Opportunities for writing will include: 

 Using present perfect tense.  

 Using ‘a’ and ‘an’ correctly.  

 Using grammatical features of letters.  

 Using persuasive techniques such as 
flattery, veiled threat and presumption. 

 Using rhetorical questions.   

 Using a range of literary devices such as 
metaphors, alliteration, repetition and 
personification.  

 Structuring extended pieces of writing into 
a paragraphs.  

Science: 
This half term we will be working on the topic:  
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 

 Noticing that some forces need contact between two objects by identifying the 
different types of forces acting on objects. 

 Comparing how things move on different surfaces by investigating the speed of a 
toy car over different surfaces.  

 Noticing that magnetic forces can act at a distance and attract some materials 
and not others.  

 Comparing and grouping materials according to whether they are magnetic.  

 Observing how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials 
and not others 

 Describing magnets as having two poles and predicting whether two magnets will 
attract or repel each other, depending on which poles are facing. 

 Observing how magnets attract or repel each other and attract  some materials 
and not others.  

 

Maths: 
This half term we shall be covering the following aspects of the maths 
curriculum: 

 
Fractions 

 Exploring the part-whole relationship; defining the whole, equal parts, 
and relative size.  

 Recognising and finding one half, one quarter and one third.  

 Understanding unit and non-unit fractions with a series of low number 
denominators; recognising and making the whole.  

 Counting in fractions, including using improper fractions and mixed 
numbers. 

 Understanding tenths, counting in tenths and tenths as decimals.  

 Fractions on a number line.  

 Fractions of a set of objects.  

 Equivalent fractions.  

 Comparing and ordering fractions.  

 Adding and subtracting fractions.  
 

Time 

 Recapping o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to. 
 Months and years  
 Hours in the day  
 Telling the time to 5 minutes and to the minute.  
 Using AM and PM  
 Using a 24-hour clock.  
 Finding and comparing duration. 
 Measuring time in seconds. 
 Problem solving with time.   
 
 

 

 
 



 
French: 
 
Our unit this term is ‘All About Me’.  
 
 Cover the following skills 
: 

 Learn new French vocabulary through 
conversation and interaction. 

 Identify and use vocabulary related to 
presenting oneself, including one’s age 
and some of our favourite things. 
  

 

R.E: 
This half term we will continue to looking at Islam. 

During this topic we  will cover the following: 

 Explaining key beliefs held by Muslims.  

 Explaining key features of Muslim’s place of worship.  

 Naming and explaining key Muslim festivals.  

 Recognising symbols associated with Islam.  
 Explaining where Islam was founded and who founded the 

Muslim faith.  

Art/DT: 
 
In art this term, we will be carrying out a 
number of smaller project linked with Project. 
These will include making 3D maps of major UK 
rivers using clay and paint; creating large-scale 
diagrams of parts of a river using a range of 
materials; using watercolours to depict scenes 
of water and rivers.  
 
 
During this topic we will cover the following 
skills: 

 Improve mastery of art & design 
techniques, including drawing and 
painting, with a range of materials  

 Develop their techniques, including 
their control and their use of 
materials, with creativity, 
experimentation and an increasing 
awareness of different kinds of art, 
craft and design. 
 

 Class notices 
 
PE: Sessions take place on Tuesday & Thursday. PE Kit must be worn all day 
on PE days. 
PPA: Your child will be taught by Cambridge United Tuesday morning, as well 
as Thursday afternoon.  
Reading: Please make sure that your child reads each day and record this is in 
the reading record. 
Homework: Homework will be set on a Friday and is due the following 
Tuesday.  
Spelling Bee: Children will now have a spelling bee book which goes home 
every day – this is optional spelling homework.  
 
We encourage to also go on Mathletics and TT Rockstars at home, in order 
to consolidate the mathematical concepts that are taught at school.  
 

PE: 
In PE the children will be continuing with Cambridge United. They will be 
focusing on Tennis 
  
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 

 Controlling and striking a ball whilst moving.  

 Accurately passing the ball to someone using a racket.  

 Improving accuracy and control of racket skills.  

 Applying racket skills to small-sided competitive games.  

 Applying basic tactics which use space and simple net games.  
 
 



 
PSHE: 
In PSHE we will be focusing on Sex and 
Relationships Education.  
We will cover the following skills: 

 Being able to use the scientific terms for 
female and male genitalia.  

 Giving several examples of the capabilities 
of their bodies.  

 Describing hygiene routines and 
understanding the reasons for doing 
these.  

 Being able to anticipate new 
responsibilities for their personal hygiene.  

 Explaining how common illnesses and 
spread and describe how they can be 
prevented.  

Computing: 
 
This term, computer will be interlaced with other subject such as English and Project, 
which will present us with the opportunity to: 
 

 Using research engines to safely conduct research.  

 Using word processing to publish a piece of writing.  

 Using software such PowerPoint to create presentations.  
 

  

 


