
 

Key Skills 
History: 
 Place current study on a time line 

 Know and sequence key events 

 Relate current studies to previous studies 

 Make comparisons between different times in 
history 

 Examine the causes and results of great events 
and their impacts on people 

 Compare an aspect of life with the same 
aspect in another period 

 Compare accounts of events from different 
sources 

 Select relevant sections of information 

 Use appropriate dates and times 

Geography: 
 Name and locate the counties and cities of the 

UK 

 Identify human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (e.g. hills, 
mountains, rivers, coasts) and land-use 
patterns 

 Understand how some phyiscal aspects have 
changed over time 

 Understand similarities and differences 
between the UK and other parts of the world 

 Human Geography: understand settlements, 
land use trade links and the distribution of 
natural resources  

Extended Writing Opportunities: 
 Newspaper report 

 Formal letter / job application 

 Non-chronological report 

 Extended essay 

1066: The Normans  Key Knowledge 
 

History: 
 Understand how changes in UK history 

have shaped our country today 

 Build a clear understanding of the 
chronology of our country’s history 

 Understand what life was like for the 
Normans and how this compares to 
modern day life and other time periods 

Topics covered: 
 Who were the Normans? 

 When did the Normans come to England? 

 The Battle of Hastings  

 The fight for the throne  

 Who was Harold Godwinson? 

 What was life like for the Normans?  

 How was this different to today and other 
time periods? 

 Archery 

 Motte and Bailey castles  

 The Bayeux Tapestry 
 

Geography: 
 Understand the country we live in and how 

it has changed / stayed the same through 
time 

Topics covered: 
 The major counties and cities of the UK 

 How the Normans shaped our country 

 The key physical features of the UK  

 The different types of settlements and 
land-use in the UK in Norman times  
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English: Our English work will link to our two 
class texts this half-term: Clockwork and The 
Highway Man.  
 
Opportunities for writing will include: 
 Diary entries & narratives 

 Character description 

 Newspaper report 

 Eulogy 

 Balanced discussion 

 Narrative poem  
 

The skills covered will include:  

 Continue to distinguish between homophones 
and other words which are often confused 

 Use knowledge of morphology and etymology 
in spelling 

 Use dictionaries to check the meaning and 
spelling of words 

 Plan for writing by identifying the purpose and 
audience and selecting the appropriate form 

 Precis longer paragraphs 

 Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 

 Accurately use brackets, dashes and commas 
to indicate parenthesis 

 Accurately use a wide range of relative 
pronouns (and omitted relative pronouns)  

 Proof-read and edit their own writing for 
spelling and punctuation mistakes 

 Assess the effectiveness of their own and 
others’ writing, proposing changes to 
grammar, punctuation and vocabulary to 
enhance effect and clarify meaning 
 

In reading, we will focus on the following skills: 

 Read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, 
non-fiction and reference books or text books 

 Read books that are structured in different ways 
 Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across a range of 

texts 

 Discuss their understanding and explore the meaning of words in 
context 

 Provide reasoned justifications for their views 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Science: 
The topic this half-term will be Forces. 
 
The skills covered will include: 

 Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the 
force of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object 

 Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that 
act between moving surfaces 

 Understand that force and motion can be transferred through 
mechanical devices such as gears, pulleys, levers and springs 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
R.E: 
The topic this half-term will be Buddhism. Key Question: What does it 
mean to be a Buddhist? 
 
The skills covered will include: 

 Become familiar with stories about Buddha 

 Know that Buddhists celebrate key aspects of the Buddha’s life and 
teaching 

 Understand that Buddhists look up to the Buddha for his unique 
qualities as a historical, enlightened person, but not as a god or idol  

 
Maths: 
The skills covered in Maths will include: 
 

 Recap written and mental methods 
for the four operations 

 Recap multiplying and dividing 
whole numbers and those involving 
decimals by 10, 100 & 1000 

 Recap equivalent fractions and 
equivalences between fractions, 
decimals and percentages 
 

 Convert improper fractions to 
mixed numbers and vice versa 

 Compare and order fractions, 
including those greater than one 

 Add and subtract fractions, 
including those with different 
denominators  

 Multiply unit fractions, non-unit 
fractions and mixed numbers by an 
integer 

 Calculate fractions of amounts 

 Calculate percentages of amounts 
 



 
Music:  
Alongside our Normans topic, we will cover 
the following music skills: 

 Develop an understanding of the history 
of music  

 Appreciate and understand a range of 
music drawn from different traditions 

 Appreciate and understand a range of 
music from different composers and 
musicians  

PE: 
PE this half-term will be Tennis and Dance (Taught by Cambridge Utd). 
During these topics, we will cover the following skills: 
 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance 

 Perform dances using a range of movement patterns 

 Compare performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement 
to achieve their personal best 

 Improve hand-eye co-ordination and movement on a tennis court  

 Play competitive games  

Class notices 
 
 Please ensure that your child has both 

indoor and outdoor PE kit on PE days.  
 

 Homework will be set on a Friday and is 
due in the following Tuesday, unless 
otherwise specified. Additional time 
may be given for some longer 
homework projects. 
 

 Children should practise times tables 
and spellings and read at home every 
night; they should sign their reading 
diaries daily. Parents are asked to sign 
children’s diaries at least once a week. 
 

French & Latin: 
We will be continuing to learn French as a modern foreign language this half-term, as well as beginning to introduce Latin. 
During this topic, we will cover the following skills: 

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

 Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 Appreciate songs, stories, poems and rhymes in the language 

 Broaden vocabulary and develop the ability to understand new words that are introduce into familiar written material, including 
through using a dictionary 

 Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied  

Art & DT: We will be creating medieval 
paintings and sketches in art, and Motte & 
Bailey castles, tapestry and medieval weapons 
and shields in DT. During this topic, we will 
cover the following skills: 

 Explore the use of colour and texture 

 Make individual choices about the suitability of 
equipment for a particular purpose 

 Generate ideas through discussions, annotated 
sketches, diagrams and prototypes 

 Select appropriate tools, materials and 
techniques for the given task 

 Evaluate own and others’ work  

PSHE:  
This half-term we will be completing the topic of The Wider World 
Around Me 
 
The skills covered will include:  
 Consider the experiences of others and how these are different and similar 

to my own 

 Reflect on the differences between wants and needs and take time to 
consider what we are grateful for 

 Explore how we can make the world around us a better place, both for 
ourselves and for others 

 Begin to explore the ideas of citizenship, children’s rights and our role in 
the world 

Computing: 
Alongside our Normans topic, we will look 
at Communication and Collaboration and 
cover the following ICT skills: 
 

 Understand computing networks including 
the internet; how they can provide multiple 
services, such as the world wide web; and 
the opportunities they offer for 
communication and collaboration 

 Select, use and combine a variety of 
software on a range of digital devices to 
design and create a range of content 

 



 
 


