
 

Key Skills 
Geography: 

- locate the world’s countries and major cities, 
using maps to focus on Europe, concentrating 
on key physical and human characteristics 
 

History: 

- know and use relevant dates and terms 
- place current study on a timeline in relation 
to other studies 
- examine the causes and results of great 
events and the impact of these on people 
- make comparisons between history and the 
present day 
- recognise the differences in different 
people’s beliefs, experiences and behaviour 
through a period of history 
- identify primary and secondary sources 
- make comparisons between different 
versions of events from different sources and 
analyse the reliability of these sources 
- bring knowledge from several sources 
together into a fluent account of history 
- plan and carry out a historical investigation 
 

Extended Writing Opportunities: 
Throughout the topic, we will be writing the 
following text-types to consolidate and 
demonstrate our learning: 
- speech    -poetry 
- non-chronological report  - essay 
- biography    

WWI: The Great War (Continued…) Key Knowledge 
 

This topic will continue from our learning in 
Autumn 1. Expanding on what we have already 
learnt, the following knowledge will be taught 
this half-term. 

 
- the names, dates and key details of 
important battles 
- the use of new weapons (including gas) 
and vehicles and the impact of these 
- the way that men were recruited and 
conscripted, including the use of 
propaganda and understanding the term 
Conscientious Objectors 
- the role of women, children, animals and 
men on the home front  
- the role of local heroes (and those in your 
family) and the sacrifices they made during 
the war 
- what life was like for British citizens and 
soldiers during the war, including an 
understanding of Zeppelin raids 
- the significance of the Armistice and the 
importance of Remembrance 
- what happened during The Christmas 
Truce and why this was a significant event 
- how the war ended and what happened in 
the years that followed 
- the significance of The Treaty of Versailles 
and its role in the lead up to WW2 
 

Key Vocabulary  
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English: 
This half term, we will be finishing War Horse 
and reading a range of WW1 poetry and non-
fiction texts. Genres in which the children will 
develop their writing skills will include book 
reviews, balanced discussions, newspaper 
reports, diary entries, narratives and poetry. 
 
The skills covered will include:  

 distinguish between homophones and other 
words which are confused 

 write legibly and fluently in a joined style, and 
with increasing speed 

 use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 
within and across paragraphs 

 ensure the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing 

 use brackets, dashes and commas to indicate 
parenthesis 

 proof-read for spelling, punctuation and 
grammatical errors  

 evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of your own writing 
 

In reading, we will cover the following skills: 

 increase familiarity with a range of texts, 
including poetry, non-fiction and visual literacy  

 use evidence from the text to justify views and 
opinions  

 make comparisons within and across texts 

 identify how language, structure and 
presentation contribute to meaning  

 consider authors’ vocabulary choices and the 
impact of these on the reader 

Science: 
Science will be taught by Mrs Storer on a Thursday Morning. The topic 
this half-term will be Properties of Materials. 
 
The skills covered will include: 

 compare and group together everyday materials based on evidence from 
comparative and fair tests, including their hardness, solubility, 
transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to 
magnets   

 understand that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, 
and describe how to recover a substance from a solution  

 use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be 
separated, including through filtering, sieving and evaporating   

 give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the 
particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic  

 demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible 
changes   

 explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and 
that this kind of change is not usually reversible, including changes 
associated with burning and the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda.  

 
 

R.E: 
RE will be taught by Mrs Storer on a Thursday Morning. The topic this 
half-term will be The True Meaning of Christmas. 
 
The children will:  
• use key words to create a role play to explain Christian acts of love at 
Christmas create word art with 15 Christmas topic words on 
• use title boxes to create a poster to explain how people can help refugees 
• create a design for a Christian Christmas card 
• analyse 'We Three Kings' and explain the meaning of the lyrics 
• use key words to take part in a class debate on whether the true meaning of 
Christmas is lost. 

 

Maths: 
Maths this term will focus on embedding 
key arithmetic skills and the understanding 
of fractions, decimals and percentages  
 
The skills covered will include:  

 confidently add, subtract, multiply and 
divide whole numbers and those 
involving decimals (through learning 
about perimeter and area) 

 multiply and divide whole and decimal 
numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000 

 understand factors and multiples 

 identify squared numbers and prime 
numbers and understand these  

 write tenths, hundredths and 
thousandths as decimals and fractions  

 identify equivalent fractions & simplify 
fractions using common factors 

 recognise mixed numbers and 
improper fractions and convert 
between the two  

 add and subtract fractions with the 
same denominator and those with 
different denominators  

 multiply fractions by whole numbers 

 read, write and order fractions, 
decimals and percentages  

 solve problems involving fractions, 
decimals and percentages  

 
 



 
Music:  
We will be continuing our Stage & Screen 
project with Mrs Beldam.  
 
So far, the children have learnt the key 
ingredients for a pantomime, devised scenes, 
written jokes, choreographed dances and 
learnt songs, ready for their performance 
(which will be filmed) at the end of this half-
term. 

PE: 
PE this half-term will be Dance and Tennis. Some of the children’s 
lessons will be taught by Cambridge United.  
 
During this topic, we will cover the following skills: 
 improve throwing, catching and hitting a ball  
 develop leadership and teamwork  
 compare present performance with previous and demonstrate 

improvement to achieve a new personal best  
 

Class notices 
 
 Please ensure that your child has both 

indoor and outdoor PE kit on PE days.  
 

 Homework will be set on a Friday and is 
due in the following Tuesday, unless 
otherwise specified. Additional time 
may be given for some longer 
homework projects. 
 

 Children should practise times tables 
and spellings and read at home every 
night; they should sign their reading 
diaries daily. Parents are asked to sign 
children’s diaries at least once a week. 
 

 
French: 
We will be continuing to learn French as a modern foreign language this half-term. 
During this topic, we will cover the following skills: 

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

 develop more accurate pronunciation and intonation  

 broaden vocabulary and develop the ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written 

material, including through using a dictionary 

Art: 
Art this half-term will link with our WW1 topic. 
 
During this topic, we will cover the following 
artists and skills: 

 create a collaborative mosaic poppy 
artwork in the style of Antoni Gaudi 

 depict trench warfare in a silhouette 
artwork in the style of Augustin Edouart  

 create a collage of a local or family hero 
who fought in The Great War 

PSHE:  
This half-term we will be completing the topic of Healthy and Safe 
Lifestyles.  
The skills covered will include:  

 understand that there are a range of factors which contribute to a 
healthy lifestyle 

 understand the benefits of physical activity on mental and physical 
health 

 understand that behaviour, routines and a variety of influences 
affect their lifestyle choices 

 explain that a healthy lifestyle includes physical, social and 
emotional health and how they can take responsibility for their own 
wellbeing 

Computing: 
Computing this half-term will link with our 
PSHE and the topic of E-Safety. 
 
During this topic, we will cover the 
following skills: 

 use technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly 

 recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour online  

 identify a range of ways to report 
concerns about content and contact 



 
 


