
 

Key Skills 
 
Finding out about people and events in 
other times. 
 
Using simple compass directions and 
locational and directional language to 
describe the location of features and routes 
on a map. 
 
Using basic geographical vocabulary to refer 
to key physical features, including beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation. 
 
Learning about the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements. 
 
Understanding how people’s lives have 
shaped Britain and know how Britain has 
influenced and been influenced by the 
wider world. 

Moon Zoom 

  
 
 
 
 

Key Knowledge 
 
Understanding the key vocabulary for 
this topic. 
 
Knowing what it is like to travel into 
space and how life is different than on 
Earth. 
 
Knowing who some famous astronauts 
are and the significance of their 
contribution to history. 
 
Knowing the history and significance of 
the first mission into space and the first 
moon landing. 
 
Understanding how space travel has 
changed over time. 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 

asteroid International 
Space 

Station 

orbit planet 

rocket 
 

space star black hole 

solar system astronaut NASA Apollo 11 

Girton Glebe Primary School Curriculum Organiser 

Year 2 (Birch Class) - Spring term 2 

 



 
English: 
In English, we will be using the book ‘Whatever Next!’ for 
inspiring our writing. We will be creating adverts to promote 
rockets before writing instructions on how to make rockets. 
 
We will also continue working on our handwriting, ensuring 
letters are formed correctly and making sure capital letters 
and lowercase are formed with appropriate differences in 
size. 
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 

 Continuing to apply phonic knowledge and skills to 
decode and spell words until automatic decoding is 
embedded.  

 Developing a pleasure for reading.  

 Making inferences on the basis of what is being said 
and done. 

 Predicting what is going to happen based on what they 
have read so far.   

 Learning the possessive apostrophe e.g. the girl’s book. 

 Writing for different purposes.  

 Evaluating their own writing.  

 Proof-reading to check for errors.  

 Using the present and past tense correctly and 
consistently.  

 Using sub-ordination (when, if, that, because) and 
coordination (or, and, but). 

 Writing sentences with different forms: statement, 
question, exclamation and command.  

Science: 
This half term we will be focusing on healthy animals. Pupils will be introduced to the 
basic needs of animals for survival, as well as the importance of exercise and nutrition 
for humans. They will also be introduced to the processes of reproduction and growth in 
animals.  
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 
 

 Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults  
 

 Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for 
survival (water, food and air)   

 

 Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of 
different types of food, and hygiene.    

Maths: 
This half term we will be focusing on properties of 
shapes followed by fractions. 
 
Shape – Properties of Shapes 
- Recognising 2D and 3D shapes 
- Counting the sides and vertices on 2D shapes 
- Drawing 2D shapes 
- Recognising and drawing lines of symmetry 
- Sorting 2D shapes 
- Making patterns with 2D shapes 
- Counting faces, edges and vertices on 3D shapes 
- Making patterns with 3D shapes. 
 
Fractions 
- Recognising and making equal parts.  
- Recognising, finding, naming and writing 

fractions: ½, 1/3, ¼, 2/4 and ¾ of a length, 
shape, set of objects or quantity.  

- Writing fractions of amounts e.g ½ of 6 = 3. 
- Recognising the equivalence of 2/4 and ½.  
 



 
Computing: 
In ICT, we will develop our skills and understanding of how 
to use laptops and iPads.  
 
During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 

 Using iPads to draw and create images.  

 Using iPads to change font style and colour.  

 Adding images and text to word documents and 
changing their size and colour.  
 

PSHE: 
In PSHE we will be thinking about ‘Managing Risk’.  
 
We will cover the following skills: 

 Naming a familiar risky situation and suggesting ways of reducing the risk.  
 Being able to say their full name and address and understand why this might be 

useful. 
 Explaining a simple strategy of action if they are lost. 
 Recognising dangers that traffic poses.  
 Knowing ways to stay safer in the sun.  
 Describing ways to prevent accidents in the playground.  

 

R.E: 
This half term we will be looking at ‘Nature and God’ 
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 
 

 Explain how some Christians believe God 
created the world and everything in it; 

 Explain why Sukkot can be important to 
some Jews; 

 Explain why it is important to look after 
animals; 

 Explain why it is important to protect 
nature. 

Art/DT: 
As artists we will be using a range of tools and materials to 
create spaceships and rockets. . 
 

During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 

 Using a range of materials and resources to create a 3D 
model. 

 Building structures, exploring how they can be made 
stronger, stiffer and more stable.  

 Exploring using tools safely.  

 Beginning to assemble, join and combine materials 
together using a variety of methods.  
 

Music: 
In music, the children will be listen to and appraise ‘The Planets’ by Holst. They will also 
have the opportunity to compose their own pieces of music based on the prompt ‘Space 
Sounds’ 
 
During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 

 Listening to different pieces of music from different time periods, describing and 
discussing what we can hear.  

 Being able to name instruments and talk about what type of sound they make 

 Composing a piece of music as a group, using simple pictures to create a ‘graphic 
score’ for their piece. Investigate the sounds that an instrument can make. 

PE: 
In PE the children will be practising a range of skills in 
games.  
 
During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 

 Developing skills such as send and receiving with 
both feet.  

 Dribbling with feet and hands.  

 Throwing and catching, tracking and receiving a 
ball. 

 Applying these skills to games.   

 


