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It has been lovely to welcome everyone back
after the February half term break! Classrooms
are a hive of excitement with preparing moon
buggies, times table practise, Active Science
with Cambridge United and new high-quality
texts being started throughout the school in
preparation for World Book Day next week! We
are all looking forward to a fun-packed and
productive half term!
Jo Pyle and Chris Butler
Interim Co-Head Teachers

Break the Rules day
On the last day of term, our classrooms were
filled with giant teddies, children wearing hats
and colourful nail varnish as we took part in
‘Break the Rules’ fundraising day. Enjoyment
was had by staff and children, who were
allowed sweets as snacks, to wear an item of
non-uniform and to call their teacher by their
first name! In total, we raised a fantastic
£336.59 for the school. We would like to thank
FOGG for organising a brilliant event and to
everyone who participated in raising money for
FOGG.

Welcome to new staff
We would like to take this opportunity to
welcome our new members of staff. We are
fortunate enough to welcome Miss Rachael
Yarwood to Year 1. She comes as an
experienced EYFS and KS1 teacher. We would
also like to welcome Miss Sabana Begum and
Ms Diane Fitzmaurice to EYFS. Miss Begum
will teach Ash Class Monday – Wednesday and
Ms Fitzmaurice will teach EYFS Thursday –
Friday.
We also have a new member of staff in the
School Office, Mrs Amy Nestor. Mrs Nestor
will take over as Office Manager from Mrs
Lynnda Osbourne, who – after 24 years of
services – is retiring. Her last day with us at
Girton Glebe is Monday 28th February and I
know all of the Girton Glebe community will
miss her very much.
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Forest school with Ash Class
Last half term, our Early Years Forest School
sessions were supporting their topic ‘Animals’.
We played games that focused on certain
animals, for example how bats rely on sound to
manoeuvre and started one of our sessions
with a game of bat and moth, where 1 child (the
bat) has to locate another child (the moth) while
blindfolded. The children have also helped the
wildlife within the Forest School space by
making bird feeders and hedgehog houses.
Digging has been a very popular activity and
the children are confident using spades, sticks
and our toy diggers! It is a fantastic experience
for children and helps to build upper body
strength and improve their gross motor skills. It
is also a great way to get children in touch with
nature and see the benefits our planets natural
resources can have.
Fires have also been an important part of our
sessions. We take this opportunity to teach the
children to recognise the benefits of fire, how to
be safe around a fire and how to safely
extinguish a fire. Our fires have been used to
keep us warm and to cook on. Toasting
marshmallows has been a great way to teach
children that, although fire can be scary, if you
respect the risks of fire, it is safe and a great
natural resource. It is wonderful to see the
children grow in confidence when around the
fire and treating it with respect.

World Book Day - Thursday
3rd March
To celebrate World Book Day this year, we are
encouraging children to celebrate the magic of
words and reading for pleasure! Please see
the ParentMail sent out earlier this week to
find out how your child can get involved with
our Drop & Read Week, Powerful Word
Fancy Dress, Book In A Jar competition and
our school-wide Book Swap! As well as all of
these fun activities, teachers will also be
promoting the joy of reading for pleasure both
in the classroom and school library throughout
the week, as well as planning exciting World
Book Day activities to complement our learning
throughout the school day on Thursday.

Cherry update
In Cherry recently we have had a lot of fun in
science doing many practical activities making
sounds using a range of resources: rulers,
plastic cups, tissue boxes and elastic bands
among other items. We also made megaphones
and string telephones! This was all to find out
how sounds were made by vibrating objects.
Science has also inspired children in Cherry to
want to share their musical skills from violins,
flutes and singing to some impressive beat
boxing!
The children have also looked at landscape art
and paintings by a range of well-known artists
through history and examined how cold and
warm colours can change the feel of a picture.
We have observed paintings by Japanese
painter Hokusai to help us paint and draw
waves. Kensuke’s Kingdom continues to inspire
not only art but also some wonderful writing
from the perspective of Michael on his desert
island.
Our project work on mountains and rivers has
given us some great new vocabulary and
encouraged the children to create some
fascinating homework research on rivers, who
knew there was a ‘river in the sky’? Alicia did
and told us all about it!

