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Reading at Girton Glebe
Throughout the school, we have been focusing
on the quality of our reading texts and on
engaging the children in reading across a range
of subjects – not just in English! Where
possible, teachers match their class text
choices to complement their history and
geography topics in order to fully immerse our
children in their learning and understanding of
the world. Where matching to our current topic
is not possible, instead, teachers have chosen
high quality, age-appropriate fiction to
challenge pupils. This reading then forms the
stimulus for most of our written work – have a
look at some excellent pieces of descriptive
writing from Year 5 about one of the characters
in our gripping class novel: Clockwork by Philip
Pullman.

We are hoping to hold reading workshops and
open classrooms in the near future, where
parents will be able to see the teaching of
reading in action at Girton Glebe and discuss
strategies for supporting reading at home with
class teachers. Dates will be confirmed on a
later issue of the newsletter.

Year 6 make Mayan headdresses
This week, Oak Class have visited The
Galapagos Islands to discover more about
explorers and evolution before making Mayan
headdresses, which were carefully crafted to
look like the head of snakes or birds.
There is so much exciting reading happening
around the school at the moment – from classic
fiction texts like Roald Dahl’s Matilda (Year 2)
and Judith Kerr’s The Tiger Who Came To Tea
(EYFS), to non-fiction texts such as “So You
Think You’ve Got It Bad”, all about life in
Ancient Rome (Year 3). While Year 1 are
enjoying traditional fairy tales, Year 4 are
complementing their work on Rivers & The
Water Cycle by reading Kensuke’s Kingdom by
Michael Morpurgo. They have created some
wonderful artwork related to the book. Year 6
have chosen Floodlands by Marcus Sedgwick –
this post-apocalyptic novel touches on climate
change in a fantasy world, which goes nicely
with Year 6’s project work on the changing
world and deforestation.

Times Table Rockstars
We are very excited to be able to announce the
return of TT Rockstars to Girton Glebe. After a
brief hiatus, TT Rockstars is back to help buildup all learners' times table recall speed and allround confidence in their factors and multiples.
If you haven't had a chance to check this
software out already, ask your child to show
you what TT Rockstars is all about. We will be
keeping a close eye on all the successes and
achievements throughout the school, and there
will certainly be a few certificates up for grabs
too!

books that match the sounds and spelling rules
they have been learning in school. You’ll also
begin to see lots of new reading books coming
home in the coming weeks, too!
We are hoping to run some “Phonics In Action”
workshops in the next half-term, in which
parents will be invited in to school to learn
more about Essential Letters and Sounds
scheme and have the opportunity to see
phonics lessons in practice in our Key Stage
One classrooms. This will also be a chance for
parents to see how best to support children at
home with their phonics learning.

Essential Letters and Sounds

Celebration Assembly

We are really pleased to announce that we have
launched our new phonics scheme, Essential
Letters and Sounds, across Key Stage One and
in small groups in Key Stage Two. The
introduction of this exciting new programme
has helped us to improve the teaching of
phonics and spelling in every class, to update
our early reading resources and to ensure high
quality and consistent provision across the
school. All teaching staff are currently
undergoing detailed training on how to best
plan and deliver phonics lessons using this new
scheme, and the children in Early Years and
Year 1 have been enjoying learning lots of new
sounds and spelling rules in their daily lessons.

We would like to send a big well done to
everyone for working so hard and
enthusiastically this week! A special
commemoration goes to those who have earnt
a Celebration Assembly Certificate this week:

Look out for your child’s Oxford Owl log-in,
which will be coming home to all Key Stage
One children next week. Using this website,
children can access a fantastic e-library of
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Ash – Darcey and Jackson
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Maple – Melina and Nico
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Birch – Brooklyn and Liam B
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Lime – Theo and Lily S
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Cherry – Phoebe and Michael
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Willow – Tess and Tom
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Oak – Denford and Michayla-May

