
 

Key Skills 
Comapre and group rocks based on their 
appereance, properties or uses.  
 
Describe how fossils are formed. 
 
Devise or respond to historically valid questions 
about a significant historical figure and suggest 
or plan ways to answer them. 
 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 
 
Name and locate significant volcanoes and plate 
boundaries and explain why they are important. 
 
Classify, compare and contrast different types of 
geographical feature. 
 
Explain the cause and effect of a significant 
historical event. 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge 
The earth is made of 4 different layers: inner 
core, outer core, mantel and crust. 
 
There are three different types of rock: 
sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic.  
 
Fossils form over millions of years and are the 
remains of a once-living organism, preserved 
as rock. 
 
The crust of the Earth is divided into tectonic 
plates that move. The place where plates 
meet is called a plate boundary. Plates can 
push into each other, pull apart or slide 
against each other. These movements can 
create mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 
 
A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s surface 
from which gas, hot magma and ash can 
escape. They are usually found at meeting 
points of the Earth's tectonic plates. When a 
volcano erupts, liquid magma collects in an 
underground magma chamber. The magma 
pushes through a crack called a vent and 
bursts out onto the Earth’s surface. Lava, hot 
ash and mudslides from volcanic eruptions 
can cause severe damage. 
 

Key Vocabulary 

errode impermeable lava liquid 

magma molten metamorphoic sedimentary  

igneous tectonic 
plate 

vent volcanic 
eruption 
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Rocks, Relics and Rumbles 



 
English: 
In English we will be basing our work on our Geography-
based topic, ‘Rocks, Relic and Rumbles’. As part of this, we 
will be reading ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip 
Pullman, which will give us opportunities for narrative 
writing. We will also be completing a unit on newspaper 
reports based on volcano explosions (linked to DT).  
 
In writing, we will focus on: 

• Using nouns and pronouns appropriately for clarity and 
to avoid repetition.  

• Using conjunctions (when, if, because) to add 
subordinate clauses and extend sentences. 

• Using the present and past tenses correctly and 
consistently.  

• Expanding out vocabulary, including learning about 
suffixes (in particular -ly).  

• Using paragraphs to organise writing.   

• Using a dictionary to check the spelling and meaning of 
words as well as using a thesaurus to find synonyms 
and antonyms. 

In reading, we will focus on: 
 

• Learning to read independently.  

• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feeling, 
thoughts and motives from their actions.  

• Predicting what might happen from details stated and 
implied.  

Science: 
Science will be taught by Mrs Storer on a Tuesday Morning. The topic this half-term 
will be Keeping Healthy 
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 
 

• identifying that animals, including humans, need the right types and 
amount of nutrition, and that they cannot make their own food; they get 
nutrition from what they eat 

• identifying that humans and some animals have skeletons and muscles 
for support, protection and movement.   

 

  

Maths: 
This half term we shall be covering the following aspects 
of the maths curriculum: 
Number – Place Value:  

• count from 0 in multiples of 3, 4, 5, 8, 50 and 
100; find 10 or 100 more or less than a given 
number  

• recognise the place value of each digit in a 3-
digit number (100s, 10s, 1s)  

• compare and order numbers up to 1,000  
• identify, represent and estimate numbers 

using different representations  
• read and write numbers up to 1,000 in 

numerals and in words  
• solve number problems and practical problems 

involving these ideas 
 

Number – Addition and Subtraction:  
 

Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, 
pictorial representations and mentally, including:  

• two two-digit numbers  
• a three-digit number and ones   
• a three-digit number and tens  
• a three-digit number and hundreds  
• recognising and using the inverse relationship 

between addition and subtractions and using 
this to check calculations and solving missing 
number problems 

 

 

 



 
Computing: 
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 

• Question the ‘validity’ of what they see on the internet.  

• Recognise online behaviours that would be unfair.  

• Recognise social networking sites and social networking 
features built into other things (such as online games 
and handheld games consoles)  

• Make judgments in order to stay safe, whilst 
communicating with others online.  

• Tell an adult if anything worries them online.  

 

R.E: 
RE will be taught by Mrs Storer on a Tuesday Morning. 
The topic this half-term will be Islam.   
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 

• Explain who the key prophet was. 

• Know that Muslims worship in a mosque. 

• Use information to create a presentation 

• about the Muslim holy book. 

Art and DT: 
 
In Art and DT we will complete a number of projects which 
will provide opportunities to develop a range of artistic and 
creative skills. Based on our topic, Rocks, Relics, and Rumbles 
(as well as our core English text), we will be visiting the works 
of artists such as James Abbott McNeill Whistler and Joseph 
Wright of Derby. We will also be making our own volcanoes!  
 
During this topic we will cover the following skills: 

• Improve mastery of art and design techniques, 
including drawing, painting and sculpture with a 
range of materials (for example, pencil, charcoal, 
paint, clay) 

• Begin to select tools and materials; use correct 
vocabulary to name and describe them.  

• Learn to use hand tools safely and appropriately.  

• With confidence talk about their ideas, saying 
what they like and dislike about them.  

 

Music: 
 
Based on our topic, we will be comparing and contrasting different pieces of music 
inspired by the theme of fire, including Handel’s Music for the Royal Fireworks, 
Stravinsky’s The Firebird and Haydn’s ‘Fire’ Symphony No. 59, amongst others. We 
will also be looking at other artists in relation to the specific skills we will be covering 
this term.  
 
We will cover the following skills: 
  

• Internalise the pulse in music.  

• Know the difference between pulse and rhythm.  

• Start to use musical dimensions vocabulary to describe music–duration, 
timbre, pitch, dynamics, tempo, texture, structure.  

• Use these words to identify where music works well/ needs improving.  

PE: 
In PE the children will be practising ball handling skills and 
completing outdoor adventurous activities.    
 
During this topic we  will cover the following skills: 

• Controlling, striking, catching a ball whilst moving 
and keeping possession with some accuracy.  

• Passing a ball with control.  

• Being aware of space and how to use it.  

• Choosing simple tactics for sending and defending. 

• Understanding and using exercise for warming up 
and recognise how exercise is good for health. 
.  

 



 
PSHE: 
In PSHE we will be thinking about beginnings and belonging.  
 
We will cover the following skills: 

• Be able to identify emotions that they or someone else 
might feel in a new situation. 

• Be able to contribute ideas to discussions and help 
build cooperative relationships in the classroom.  

French: 
 
During this topic we will cover: 
 

• Some key facts about France and French speaking countries  

• Saying hello and goodbye. 

• Saying “my name is/I am called”. 

• Asking somebody their name. 

• Asking somebody how they are feeling. 

• Saying how we’re feeling.  

• Recognising, reading, saying and writing numbers 1-10.  

• Recognising, reading, saying and writing ten key colours.  
 

Class notices 
 
PE: Sessions take place Tuesday & Thursday afternoons. 
PPA: your child will be taught by Mrs Storer on Tuesday 
morning and Mr Spencer on a Thursday afternoon.  
  
From the week commencing on the 13th of September, 
homework will be sent out every Friday, and children will 
be expected to read at home every day.  
 
Please make sure that your child reads each day and 
record this is in the reading record. Children should sign 
reading record every day, and parents/carers should sign 
the reading record at least one weekly.  

 


