
 

This term we bid a fond farewell to Doug Denton-Cowell who 

has been a dedicated member of our site team for the last 

six years.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Doug 

for all of his hard work at Girton Glebe.  It was a pleasure 

working alongside him and he will be missed.  Last Friday we 

appointed Diana Oliviera to our cleaning team and we look 

forward to welcoming her when she starts her new role with 

us in October. 

It was lovely to see so many parents in school on Tuesday 

evening for the information sessions.  Throughout the 

academic year there are three formal points at which we 

update you with progress about your child.  This is done 

through two parent consultation evenings and the end-of-

year report in July. 

There is, of course, a gap between each of these points but 

staff are more than happy to discuss your child’s progress 

with you at any stage of the school year should you have any 

questions.  Or, if you would like the opportunity to see some 

of your child’s work, please do not hesitate to talk to the 

class teacher who will gladly meet with you at a mutually 

agreeable time. 

We are delighted to announce that we now have a new 

Family Support Worker in place who will be working at 

Girton Glebe on Tuesdays between 1145 and 1430. Rachel 

will be operating drop-in sessions but will also work by 

appointment during these times.  If you wish to speak to 

Rachel, please drop by on Tuesday or, alternatively, contact 

her via rstearn@ivc.tela.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 11 we held a ceremony at Girton Glebe to 
unveil a plaque celebrating the names of the dedicated team 
of parents and volunteers who helped to dig the school 
swimming pool between 1959 and 1961.  Those involved in 
the construction of the pool were represented by family 
members who came to visit the school grounds ahead of the 
unveiling and reminisced on their memories of Girton Glebe 
in the time when they were pupils here.  Over the last 60 
years, the swimming pool has been an invaluable to the 
pupils at Girton Glebe, facilitating swimming lessons for 
thousands of children since its construction.   
 
The plaque was unveiled by Eric Whitehead, who was part of 
the team that helped to install the pool over 60 years ago.  
Wendy and Dom from of our current Year 6 cohort shared 
their memories of the school pool before celebrations 
moved to the Old Crown for lunch ahead of cake and 
champagne. 
 

 
 
It was lovely to share such a special day with the friends and 
family of those involved in the pool’s construction and we 
are grateful that we can continue to offer this provision as 
part of the curriculum at Girton Glebe. 
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Next Friday will see us hosting our 2021 harvest festival with 

the children across the school performing a range of songs 

to give thanks. The concert will take place at 0930 and we 

are inviting all EYFS and Year 1 parents to join us for this 

special assembly.  A separate email will be circulated to all 

parents of EYFS and Year 1 children with further information 

about logistics for this event. 

As in previous years, we will be sending any donations to 

Jimmy’s in Cambridge to support the homeless. 

At the beginning of this term we refreshed our Wall of 
Champions display in the school foyer. The Wall of 
Champions display is designed to celebrate our pupils’ extra-
curricular achievements and we would love to see the things 
that they have been taking part in outside of school.  

If you have any photos or certificates of your child taking part 
in competitions or activities outside of school that you would 
like us to include, please send them in!  

We have already received a cycling certificate from Sasha 
and a gymnastics certificate from Wendy plus two swimming 
certificates from Rowena and Livia!  Well done! 

Ash news from Miss King: 

Ash Class have had a fantastic fortnight and have settled into 

school life with impressive enthusiasm!  Fluffy Wren, our 

pretend class pet, has also started school and the children 

have enjoyed helping him settle in and learn the class 

routines.  We have also been learning more about each 

other, sharing our personal ‘All About Me’ books and 

discussing our family, special friends, favourite foods and 

activities.  This week, we have been designing our own 

shoe/boot patterns, as part of our ‘Pete the Cat/Rocking in 

My School Shoes’ theme.   The Ash Class team are so proud 

of you all.  Well done! 

A Maple update from Ms Cawley and Mrs Daw: 

Firstly, we would like to thank Maple Class parents for all 

their support during our curriculum evening. It was lovely to 

be able to invite parents into the classroom again.  

Maple Class have been busy the last couple weeks. We have 

introduced Muddy Maths on Thursday with Mr Smart and 

this week we will be focusing on number lines and using 

‘greater than’ and ‘less than’ vocabulary. 

In Art, we have been focusing on colour mixing with primary 

colours. This week, we have been looking at the artist, 

Wassily Kandinsky and his circle paintings. Maple Class are 

creating their own circle paintings. 

In English, we received a letter from Supertato asking our 

help. He was asking our help to capture Evil Pea. After 

reading the letter, we used the resources from the forest 

area to build the traps.  We wrote about our traps in our 

writing session.  

 

Birch news from Miss Pyle: 

Our topic of ‘Land Ahoy’ has taken us to many exciting places 

recently. In English, we are all really enjoying our class text 

of ‘The Night Pirates’ and using this as an inspiration for our 

writing. We have created some fantastic descriptions with 

really powerful adjectives! 

In Project and science, we have carried out many 

experiments, investigating which items float and which sink 

in water. We have turned bread into toast to discover the 

changes that take place. They noticed some fantastic 

differences before tucking into some delicious toast and 

jam!  

In PSCHE, we have been thinking about our responsibilities 

and the responsibilities of others. We have also enjoyed 

reading ‘The Colour Monster’ and used this to think about 

our own emotions and what makes us feel them. We have 

loved using this book to create our own colour monsters 

using paint, feathers, pipe cleaners and little gems. We were 

all very careful using glue guns!  
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Lime news from Miss Giraldo-Perez: 

Our first few weeks of term have been absolutely jam-
packed, from celebrating Roald Dahl day to starting our new 
topic, ‘Rocks, Relics & Rumbles’! The children have enjoyed 
doing drama, as we dive deeper into our core text, the 
Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip Pullman, and going on 
hunts in the forest, as we learn about different types of rocks 
and fossils. In art, we have explored Quentin Blake and we 
have had a go at creating our core book characters in his 
style using watercolours and pens, which was not just fun 
but has also produced some amazing work! 

Thanks to the sunny weather, we have had the opportunity 
to do some of our learning outside of the classroom (like 
spellings), and have even brought some of the outside in 
(leaves and such) to make nature-inspired bookmarks. 
Inside, we have been loving the classroom library, as well as 
our reading buddies, and have read some amazing books, 
including ‘The Book With No Pictures’, which has become a 
class favourite.   

We have also had a lot of fun in maths, creating our human 
place value islands and making place value charts on our 
tables with whiteboard pens! And English has been very 
musical, as we have been learning the Word Class Song (with 
moves and everything), which everyone has loved (even 
more than our French song, ‘ça va?’).   

Over the last few weeks, we have welcomed some new faces 
and it has been wonderful to see what a supportive, caring 
and welcoming classroom community we have created in 
just a short period time. Well done to everyone in Lime Class 
– so excited for the year ahead!  

Cherry news from Mrs Knowler and Mrs Barber: 

It has been lovely to have the children back in our new 

classroom for the start of what should be a much more 

normal and busy year. We have enjoyed the sunny weather 

so far and the children have welcomed their new classmates 

in very warmly.  We may all have forgotten a few things over 

the summer but seem keen to get back into the swing of hard 

work. 

Muddy Maths has got off to a great start with the fine 

weather and good motivation from everybody and the 

added incentive of treats around the campfire. This week we 

found hidden numbers in the trees and used the maths skills 

we were learning to decode a message. 

Our new topic Road Trip USA is an exciting one with a lot of 

geographical and creative variety. We have looked at some 

Native American artefacts and designed our own versions of 

a beaded wrist bracelet on wooden sticks. We are now 

starting the process of designing a card totem using images 

of North American animals.   

Reading and times tables will be key priorities this year and 

we are impressed by the commitment shown in reading 

records already, well done. Thank you for your continued 

support. 

 

A Willow update from Miss Jolly: 

Welcome back Willow Class! We have had a wonderful start 
to the year and it has been so lovely to welcome both 
children and parents back in to the classroom this half-term.  
  
In Willow, we have been very busy learning about all things 
World War One. The children are really engaged in this topic 
and have enjoyed identifying and locating the countries of 
Europe that were involved in The Great War, as well as 
beginning to explore the concept of an Empire and the 
different events that caused “The War To End All Wars”. We 
are all excited to continue with this topic as we learn all 
about life in the trenches and, even more excitingly, as we 
look forward to our visit from a local horse next week! This 
visit will help us to deepen our understanding of these 
beautiful animals and to form a deeper connection with 
Joey, the main character in our class novel, War Horse. 
 
We haven’t just been working hard at school, but at home 
too! I would like to congratulate all of the children on their 
exceptional research projects into their ancestors’ 
experiences of The Great War. You have all amazed me with 
the time and effort you have put into this piece of homework 
and it has been fascinating to hear all of your wonderful tales 
and stories of the war – our classroom is beginning to look 
like a WW1 museum with all of your family photographs and 
memorabilia, too!  
 
In between all of our hard work, we are finding lots of time 
to look after our physical and mental wellbeing, with plenty 
of reading, artwork and exercise. Well done to all 
of Willow Class, old and new, for settling into the new school 
year so quickly and so well. I am very much looking forward 
to the rest of the year in Year 5 with you all! 
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An Oak update from Mr Austin: 

It was lovely welcoming the new children of Oak Class back 

to school after their summer break and they have made an 

excellent start to the new academic year.  I have been very 

impressed with the way in which they have approached their 

studies and with the hard-working ‘can-do’ attitude that 

they have exhibited thus far. 

After the many months of disruption, it is lovely to be back 

to near-normality, both in the classroom and throughout the 

rest of the school.  I know that the children have loved 

playing on a more crowded playground and eating 

communally in the hall at lunchtime; it has also been 

wonderful to work with small groups of children, something 

that we have not been able to do for some considerable 

time. 

The children have dived enthusiastically into our class read, 

Goodnight Mr Tom, which they seem thoroughly to be 

enjoying.  We have been using the novel to remind ourselves 

of the rules of direct speech and have written emotive 

conversations between evacuees embarking on their train 

trips to the countryside; the children have also written a 

powerful ‘what happens next’ piece, in which they used 

dialogue to move the action on.  We are also reminding 

ourselves of the grammar rules that we need to master this 

year.  In maths, the children became ‘BIDMAS experts’ in 

very short order and they are now working hard on ensuring 

that they have mastered the four operations. 

The children have also been incredibly well-engaged with 

our World War Two topic, sharing stories of their ancestors 

with each other in class.  We have heard some truly amazing 

tales about land girls, Lancaster bomber tail-gunners, 

Japanese prisoners of war, men who landed on the coast of 

Normandy and many, many more.  Your children told the 

stories with immense pride and confidence. 

 

 

A reminder that the E-Safety section of the school website 

(in ‘Parent Information’) provides a wealth of information 

and links for you to supplement the work we do in school in 

order to support children in being safe online.  

 

The advice on the Childnet website and the NSPCC’s 

Netaware page is invaluable if you haven’t already seen it. 

Both of these pages are frequently updated as their experts 

research new and trending apps and sites that are popular 

with younger audiences. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mr Andrew Spencer 

Headteacher 

Oak Class 

Online Safety 


