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Our pupils are fully immersed in their topic work for the
second half of the summer term and it has been lovely to see
the buzz of learning taking place around the school. Please
read on for a round-up of our most recent news.

Staffing Update and 2021 Classes
We are delighted to announce that we recently appointed
Miss Giraldo-Perez to the role of class teacher. Maria will
join our team in September to teach in Key Stage 2 and will
be visiting us during the latter half of the term for transition
events. The class structure for September 2021 is as follows:
Ash Class (EYFS): Miss King
Maple Class (Y1): Mrs Cawley & Mrs Daw
Birch Class (Y2): Miss Pyle
Lime Class (Y3): Miss Giraldo-Perez
Cherry Class (Y4): Mrs Knowler & Mrs Barber
Willow Class (Y5): Miss Jolly
Oak Class (Y6): Mr Austin

School Development
This week’s staff meeting focussed on provision for PE and
the introduction of a new bank of resources which cover all
aspects of the PE curriculum.
Last week’s session was a refresher session for aspects of
maths mastery teaching.

Oak Class
An Oak Update from Mr Austin:
This week the children of Oak Class have been taking their
‘Girton Glebe SATs’ tests. I have been so very impressed with
the way in which they have conducted themselves
throughout the week, arriving bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
at 0830 ready to demonstrate what they can do. Before
taking the tests, of course, they have enjoyed a croissant,
jam and orange juice! Each and every one of them has
remained calm and focused and I have no doubt at all that
they will have given very good accounts of themselves in the
tests. The children’s results will be marked and moderated,
before being included with their end-of-year reports, as
would be normal in non-pandemic years.

Now, Year 6 will be turning its attention towards its end-ofyear play, which we are all looking forward to, starting with
auditions early next week. I have to say that I have never
before put a play together in such a constricted timeframe
but I am sure, nevertheless, that the whole of Year 6 will rise
to the occasion!

Willow Class
Willow news from Miss Jolly:
This week in Willow Class, the Year 6 children have made me
incredibly proud with their continued resilience and
enthusiasm towards their SATs tests. All 9 of our Year 6s have
come into school smiling each day and have put 100% effort
into each of their tests, and all of our other lessons this week.
I couldn’t be more proud of all of you and everything you
have achieved so far this year!
Meanwhile, the Year 5s have spent the mornings completing
their Maths work on time and timetables outside, whilst also
continuing our work on wellbeing and friendship through
outdoor PSHE, exercise and yoga lessons, which they have
thoroughly enjoyed. The year 5 children should also be
proud of their hard work and impeccable behaviour this
week – you have supported the Year 6s and each other
beautifully; well done.
In the afternoons this week, we have been celebrating all of
the work we have done in our Forest School sessions by
writing poetry about “The Great Outdoors”. This writing,
alongside our photography work on Monday afternoon, has
been a great opportunity to reflect on everything we have

learnt and enjoyed about the forest this term and to consider
the importance of nature. Below are some of our photos of
our favourite things about the forest, as well as an excerpt
from Dominic’s poem.
The river gushes, smoothly and calm,
Weaving through the forest with a charm,
An over-grown atmosphere flows through the leaves,
Keeping the forest pretty with ease,
The forest is a city of nature.

imaginative pictures of sea creatures and we have begun to
design our own underwater scenes with a similar feel. Our
English focus on the poem The River by Valerie Bloom has
resulted in some beautiful and powerfully descriptive poems
using the idea of personification, or giving human traits to
non-human things.
In maths we are working hard to get to grips with telling the
time but as always it is a tricky concept. The children have
continued to persevere despite the hot and stuffy weather
and show us how good their focus can be.

Birch Class
Birch news from Miss Evans:
Well done, Birch Class, for completing some fantastic work
all about the coastline, which has been put on display in the
corridor for children in other year groups to see.

Cherry Class

Birch children have sketched and painted some beautiful
coastal scenes and have written their own adventure stories
about the seaside too, having learned all about the
wonderful work of the RNLI. This half term, we will be
learning about our local area in an exciting topic called Street
Detectives. Already, we have learned what the word 'aerial'
means and viewed some aerial images of the school and
surrounding local area. How exciting!

A Cherry update from Miss Pyle:
Cherry Class have had a great start to this half term!
In maths, we are getting to grips with money, which we can
count, order and convert between pounds and pence. We
have really enjoyed discovering our new topic, ‘Blue Abyss’
and have investigated the layers of the ocean and the sea
creatures that live there. We also discovered that there is a
plastic bag (from litter) in the deepest trench of the ocean.
In English, we are writing poems about The Great Barrier
Reef. “I want to go there!” has been said many times! In
music, we have been learning sea shanties, which we have
performed with drums and other instruments with great
rhythm.

Maple Class
Maple news from Mrs Cawley and Mrs Daw:

Lime Class
Lime news from Mrs Knowler and Mrs Barber:
In Lime we have started a new topic on rivers which the
children did some great homework about sharing the ideas
they already knew which, fortunately, was quite a lot! They
have been learning about the water cycle and right on cue it
started raining, although we wondering if it ever would
again!
We have enjoyed looking at the wordless book ‘Flotsam’ by
David Wiesner which tells a story of the journey of an
underwater camera through amazing surreal and

Maple Class have started the second part of the Summer
Term with lots of enthusiasm and energy. Our topic this half
term is Enchanted Forest. In English, we have been reading
the Gruffalo in class and writing our own version of the story
in the style of a comic strip.
In Maths, we have been counting to 100 and learning how to
partition numbers greater than 50. We are learning how to
use the words “greater than” and “less than” in our
mathematical reasoning.
In the afternoon, we have been exploring the forest area as
inspiration for our art. The children have sketched some
beautiful trees and have been learning how to shade by
looking at where the light source is coming from. Maple Class

enjoyed sketching so much that we decided to continue our
tree art and use watercolours to paint a variety of trees. The
creativity and care that all the children put into their
watercolours is amazing!

We are so proud of how all the children have worked this
year and continue to put in excellent effort in every lesson.
Well done Maple Class!

Ash Class
Ash news from Miss King:
We cannot believe it is the final summer term! Ash Class
have embraced our new teaching and learning theme,
Terrific Travel!, with fantastic curiosity and enthusiasm. Last
week, we have been busy designing our own suitcases and
writing travel words for our ‘Terrific Travel!’ travel agent’s
role play area.
During Finger Gym, we have enjoyed developing our fine and
gross motor skills by dancing with our new rainbow
scarves! This week, we have demonstrated our
mathematics and number skills during our ‘Mad about
Maths’ morning! A fantastic start to the term. Well done
Ash Class!

Thank you for your continued support,
Mr Andrew Spencer

Headteacher

