Girton Glebe Newsletter
Issue 11
Friday 19 March 2021

It has been such a delight to see our classrooms full once
again and we are so pleased with how our pupils have settled
back in to full-time education over the last fortnight. Please
read on for a roundup of recent Girton Glebe news…

Kindness Week
This week, our children have been taking part in Kindness
Week tasks and challenges and have spent the last five days
exploring the effects of kindness and how they can show
kindness to others. It has been so inspiring to see the work
that they have been doing around school and their random
acts of kindness have brought smiles to the faces of pupils
and staff alike.
The children have spent time reading stories about kindness,
looking at kindness quotes and have created their own
kindness buckets and friendship weaving baskets.
Oak class even made posters and wrote letters to Mr
Niemczyk, our school caretaker, thanking him for all of his
hard work! These posters and letters were used to decorate
his office whilst he was out! I know he was delighted to find
them when he arrived in school this morning!

Race Across the World
This week, our pupils have been taking part in an inter-school
challenge led by Cambridge United. Race across the World
encouraged primary-aged pupils from a number of local
schools to log all of the activities that they had completed
across the 7-day challenge, with each mile logged taking the
pupils across the globe from their school’s location. At the
time of writing this, Girton Glebe was currently in second
place having travelled a total of 1150 miles.
Ashley Dyer from Cambridge United said, “I will definitely be
doing double points for all individual entries on Saturday and
Sunday!” The winning school may be decided by how much
exercise we can record over the weekend, so please keep up
the good work!

Comic Relief
Well done to all pupils for turning the school red today in
support of Comic Relief. The school looked fantastic and
there were many fabulous red noses on display too!
Thank you to parents for your kind donations. These will be
kept securely in classes over the weekend for quarantine
before they are returned to the school office on Monday and
a total can be announced.

School Development
Last week’s staff meeting was spent completing virtual
training for phonics (KS1) and Maximus Latin training (KS2).
This week’s meeting gave staff the opportunity to share their
observations about how well our pupils have returned so
that we can identify trends across the school and tailor our
academic and wellbeing provision accordingly.
The final staff meeting of the term will allow staff to plan
collaboratively for the summer term using the information
they have gleaned from the last fortnight’s baseline
assessments and observations to inform provision. All staff
meetings continue to be held virtually.

Ash Class

Birch class have really enjoyed spending time together and
practising their kindness skills throughout each day. Well
done, Birch class!

Ash class news from Miss King:
Over the last fortnight, Ash Class have been very eager to
return to their Early Years learning and have really enjoyed
interacting with their peers again.
We have been focusing on our Glorious Growing theme by
creating observational paintings of different flowers for our
Mother’s Day cards, as well as thinking about how we are all
special and unique! The children have enjoyed exploring
their Personal Wellbeing Journals and what makes a good
friend. In Forest School, we have been exploring our five
senses and creating perfume potions with lavender and
herbs! A great start. Well done, Ash Class!

Maple Class

Lime Class

A Maple update from Mrs Cawley and Mrs Daw:

Lime news from Mrs Knowler and Mrs Barber:

Maple Class has had an amazing two weeks back in class. All
the students have been so happy to learn and play alongside
their friends again. We have been focusing on getting back
into a school routine and spending lots of time outdoors and
in the forest area.

In these first two weeks, Lime class have spent time in the
Forest and Outdoor areas. The focus has been firmly on reestablishing learning and rebuilding relationships and
children’s overall wellbeing. Mr Smart worked very hard in
lockdown to improve and reorganise the outdoor area and
Lime have benefited from a number of different fire pit
sessions with pizza and banana bread as particular
highlights! Muddy maths has continued (data collection with
mini beast hunts!) as well as opportunities for developing
language skills and team games to bring us all together. In
class our mood reflection zone is now decorated with
brightly coloured Chameleons based around the story of
Conker the Chameleon who realised that talking to someone
is a good strategy when things are tough.

This week, each child has made a Bag of Kindness and they
each have some coloured heart tokens that they can give to
each other when they have completed an act of kindness.
They have really enjoyed giving these tokens to one another.
In maths, we have been focusing on reviewing place value
within 50 and working on our addition and subtraction to 20.
All the children have been eager to show us how much they
can remember from the autumn term, which has been
wonderful to see.
In English, we have been focusing on fairy tales and this week
we have been retelling the story of Rapunzel. We are asking
questions such as, What if Rapunzel saves herself? How
could she do that? There have been wonderful discussions
around this topic. Everyone is very enthusiastic about writing
their own version of the story.

Birch Class
Birch news from Miss Evans:
This week, Birch class have been learning all about kindness
and emotions. We have read the book ‘The Colour Monster’
to learn about our feelings and we have been thinking about
how showing kindness to others can make everyone feel
great. Have a look at our amazing colour monsters below
made from cardboard and brightly coloured wool!
We have also been learning about multiplication in maths
and we have been practising our punctuation in English.

Our current topic is Through the Ages focusing on the Stone
Age. We have worked on retelling and extending the story of
Cave baby by Julia Donaldson.
We have also started a new unit of Cross Curricular
Orienteering in PE which will allow us to use the permanent
course around the grounds and develop map reading skills
across the school. PE and active learning will continue to be
a strong focus across the school and we are currently all in a
battle to win the Race across the World.

Cherry Class

forest and wrote some beautiful letters of gratitude to the
adults in school that made forest school possible.

Cherry news from Miss Pyle:
It has been wonderful to have all of Cherry Class back
together again! We are all really enjoying being in the same
classroom and seeing each other again.
The children have settled back in fantastically well and with
the same enthusiasm and strong work-ethic as before. Over
the past two weeks, we have continued to throw ourselves
into our topic of ‘Misty Mountain, Winding River’. This has
seen us follow the journey of a river from its source to the
sea. We even made this ourselves in the Forest Area: we built
a waterfall, a river which meandered and ended in the sea.
It was great to see this journey!

We have had a really lovely week and learnt that, in the
words of Wendy, education really does come in many forms.

Oak Class
An Oak update from Mr Austin:
It has been wonderful having the children back in school
after their enforced absence. They have returned in an
excellent frame of mind and, in many ways, it has been as if
they have never been away. I’m so very impressed both with
the way in which they kept up with their studies during
lockdown and with the way in which they have clicked
straight back in to learning back in the school environment.
In English, we have been focusing on using causal
conjunctions with great effect, to explain how these
landforms are created. The first-hand experience of building
the river has really helped.
We are all really happy to be back together and it has been
lovely seeing the children take on the messages on Kindness
Week. Well done!

Willow Class

As well as getting on immediately with their core learning in
maths, English and science, the children have enjoyed
discussing a variety of wellbeing-related topics, as well as
completing their wellbeing journals. This week has also been
kindness week. Among other things, Oak Class has been
expressing its appreciation to our new caretaker for the
wonderful work that he has been doing on improving the
school environment. We suspect that he got a very pleasant
surprise when he opened his office door this morning.

A Willow update from Miss Jolly:
Kindness Week in Willow Class has centred around being
kind to ourselves. This week, we have thought about the
phrase you can't pour from an empty cup and considered
ways in which we can improve our own wellbeing through
kindness. Using our Cup of Kindness in the classroom, we
have watched how performing an act of kindness can fill
both our own cup and somebody else's at the same time,
and we have begun to realise that kindness doubles every
time you give it away.
As part of our ongoing work on our mental and physical
wellbeing, we also spent a morning in the forest with Mr
Smart, during which we "roamed free": climbing, sliding,
swinging, rolling, getting incredibly muddy and cooking
delicious pizzas on the campfire! After this, the children
reflected on the many acts of kindness they had seen in the

Thank you for your continued support,
Mr Andrew Spencer

Headteacher

