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During this phase of lockdown, we have been incredibly
impressed with the work that our pupils have been
completing and remain thoroughly indebted to the hard
work and dedication of our staff for all that they are doing in
supporting provision on two fronts.
All children, whether engaged in remote learning, or
accessing key worker provision, are accessing the same work
based on the Spring 1 curriculum map and the updates
below provide a celebration of the work that they have been
completing at home and in school.

Home/School Communication with
Remote Learning
Many thanks to all pupils for submitting their work to class
teachers using the Class Dojo platform. Teachers have been
thrilled to see the work that our pupils have been completing
and are now responding to work directly via this platform
instead of the classteachers@girtonglebe.cambs.sch.uk
mailbox.
Parents, the above mailbox remains open for your
communication with class teachers should you have any
questions or concerns at all about your child’s remote
learning. Teachers will respond to your emails and are
available to discuss wider issues in more detail on the
telephone. Thank you to all who registered for the online
1:1 sessions; we encourage you to use the above channel of
communication should you have more immediate concerns
that fall outside of this timeline.

School Development
Staff meetings remain virtual and this week teachers spent
time working on changes made to the maths curriculum and
reviewing remote learning content. I have also been
meeting with subject leaders to review the curriculum
content of their specific areas and Ryan Kelsall from ELA has
been providing mentoring sessions to our subject
coordinators.

Ash Class
An Ash update from Miss King:
Ash Class have been working hard at home and sending in all
the lovely things they have completed on class teachers’
email and on Class Dojo.
They also wrote recipes and made them. Una made
playdough and flavoured it as ice-cream! Arthur made
flapjacks, Celia made pizza and Thomas made ginger biscuits!
We have also introduced money, the value of different coins
and adding them up. Luca went to the shop to buy his own
sweets. We became weather watchers and Nico made his
own weather station!

As ever, we expect parents to communicate with respect and
consideration when writing or talking to our staff.

Virtual Picnic
To mark the end of the half-term, all classes will take part in
a virtual picnic hosted via Zoom during the week of February
8.
This will be an opportunity for children to get together
remotely, eat lunch virtually and share stories. Further
details will follow next week.

The Ash children in Bubble 1 have been completing animals
work and have also written a recipe with Miss King. They
used the recipe to make jam tarts and last week they made
toys from the past with Mrs Daw and Mr Smart.

Maple Class

Birch Class

Maple news from Mrs Cawley and Mrs Daw:

Birch news from Miss Evans:

Maple Class has been working really hard at home and have
posted all their amazing work on Class Dojo. In science,
Maple Class has been sorting animals into groups and
looking at what they eat. Peter S has been enjoying the
Science topic and sorting his own animals at home. In maths,
we have been looking at groups of 10; we set a challenge to
see if anyone could make 5 groups of 10. Charlie and Liam
rose to the challenge and got creative with their groups of
10.

An enormous well done to Birch Class for their fantastic
learning at home! I have been so impressed with the quality
and quantity of learning that children in Birch have been
doing. They have been learning about shapes and telling the
time, writing their own descriptions and stories, making
models of rockets and planets, practising their spelling and
handwriting and lots more besides! We have recently been
learning all about space in our project ‘Moon Zoom’ and
there has been some outstanding creativity shown here,
such as a Minecraft International Space Station and an array
of super space models. Well done, everyone!

On Monday 25 January it was Burns Night and we put a
‘weaving your own Tartan’ activity in the home learning
packs. Jacob completed his tartan and enjoyed practising his
cutting skills. Everyone has been working really hard on their
spellings and phonics sounds too. Ben and Emaya have been
posting their spellings daily; Ben has been giving us daily
video updates with his spelling words, sometimes while he is
climbing which has been fun to watch. It is wonderful to see
the creativity at home. Well done to everyone!!

In recent weeks, Bubble 2 have been completing their
learning in school and have settled in very well, working
really hard together. They have been enjoying the same
topics as the rest of their class at home. This has seen the
children build Hadrian’s Wall, test the friction of different
surfaces, investigate magnets, make rockets, make progress
in their maths and English skills and even travel the world via
the wonder that is Google Earth! Well done, Bubble 2.

Lime Class

Cherry Class

Lime news from Mrs Barber and Mrs Knowler:

A Cherry update from Miss Pyle:

Lime Class have made a fantastic start to the New Year given
the different challenges we have been faced with. The
children both in and out of school are really enjoying our
topic ‘Emperors and Empires’.

Cherry Class children have been working exceptionally hard
over the last few weeks and have thrown themselves into
their new topic, ‘Misty Mountain, Winding River’ with the
same enthusiasm and positivity as always! At the start of
term, we had a short week on Lego, where the children
wrote detailed instructions and some truly fantastic and
smile-producing stop motion animations were made!

Over the past few weeks they have created their own
versions of Hadrian’s Wall using a variety of materials. It has
been enjoyable to see their creations, from Lego structures
to wooden blocks, cardboard edifices and even a mud wall
with stones featuring a pair of Roman Soldier hamsters!
This week Lime Class have produced some brilliant
biographies about the first Roman Emperor, Augustus, and
have created an array of awesome shield designs to protect
a Roman solider.
Across all subjects, they have shown such fantastic
enthusiasm and we have enjoyed seeing all of their work.
Keep up the hard work Lime Class and we look forward to
seeing you soon!

Since then, we have all been thoroughly enjoying our new
text ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’. We love reading this together
during our weekly story sessions and listening to the story on
Class Dojo. The children have produced some magnificent –
and emotive - pieces of writing from this, which they should
all be really proud of! In maths, their speedy times table
knowledge has been put to good use recently as we have
been learning to use formal methods of multiplication and
the application of these in problem solving tasks.
I am really, really impressed with how hard Cherry Class are
working – well done all of you! Below are some fantastic
pieces of work from some of the class. Keep it up!

Willow Class

Oak Class

Willow news from Miss Jolly:

An Oak update from Mr Austin:

Over the last few weeks, Willow children (both in school and
at home) have been working incredibly hard on a range of
activities and projects, including lots of reading, writing,
maths and our new topic for this half-term, The Normans. In
this topic, we have begun to explore who the Normans were,
where they came from and how we ended up with a Norman
king after the Battle of Hastings in 1066. The children have
shown an immense amount of enthusiasm and engagement
in this new project and, alongside their research, have been
creating some incredibly detailed pieces of artwork. Here are
some of the Norman shields that children in our school
bubble and those at home have created:

The children in Oak Class have been absolutely wonderful
during this latest lockdown period. Right from the very
beginning, I was struck by the ‘can-do’ attitude that they,
without exception, adopted. I fully understand how difficult
it must be for them to remain focused and hard-working at
home but I have been genuinely overwhelmed by the way in
which, from the outset, they have shown the resilience and
strength of character to carry on in the manner in which they
started Year 6. The work that the children have submitted
to me has been plentiful, carefully-worked at and, in many
cases, not-less-than astonishing in its quality.

We have also been reading the narrative poem The
Highwayman and the children have enjoyed exploring Alfred
Noyes’ ambitious vocabulary and detailed descriptions. Evie
and Lola have created the following pieces of art based on
the poem:

New concepts in maths, like calculating the surface areas of
3-D shapes, accurately translating shapes and resolving
coordinates problems across four quadrants, have been
tackled and conquered. Wonderful writing skills have been
showcased in English. These have included the clear, formal
writing of instructions for building robust World War One
dugouts; hilarious and imaginative reworkings of the
Jaberwock poem in narrative form; and heart-warmingly
beautiful descriptive studies of character and setting in their
tales of the crotchety lighthouse keeper and his ultimate
salvation. In our topic, too, Oak children have been equal to
the task, getting stuck into the question as to whose claim to
the English throne they would have supported in 1066, and
why. I have had excellent and well-supported suggestions,
some of them quite controversial.

In English, we have written some impressive narratives
based on a piece of visual literacy called The Lighthouse and
we have moved onto our next maths topic of shape, starting
with identifying and recognising the different types of
angles.
I have been blown away by how hard all of the Willow
children have worked over the last few weeks and the
resilience they have once again shown towards a new way of
learning. The work being completed at school, and that sent
in by parents and children at home, is of such a high quality
and it is clear that the children are embracing their lockdown
learning with great enthusiasm. I am really proud of each and
every one of you; keep up the amazing work!

You may already have spotted that I am so, so impressed
with my class: they work hard, they keep in touch and, even
from a distance, they continue to make me smile. Well done
to each and every one of you!
In school, Bubble 3 Critical Worker children have been
following the same schemes of learning as their classmates
at home. They have acquitted themselves very well indeed,
engaging with enthusiasm in all of the activities detailed
above.

Delilah & Josephine’s 100km Run!
This year Delilah and Josephine have been taking part in a
fundraising challenge called the Hannah 100 for Zest at St
Elizabeth’s Hospice in Ipswich.
In support of a family friend, Delilah and Josephine, along
with mum and dad, have been out running, all of it crosscountry, to try to reach their target of 100km throughout
January.
The girls had initially targeted running 50km each but, by
mid-January, had achieved close to 100km individually and
look on course to comfortably reach their century!

More information about Zest can be found
https://www.stelizabethhospice.org.uk/about-us/

at

If you would like to make a donation to this cause then you
can do so by clicking here.
Well done on completing such an inspirational challenge,
girls! What a great achievement!

Thank you for your continued support,
Mr Andrew Spencer

Headteacher

