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Girton Glebe Book Week
The whole school enjoyed a week of reading related activities
last week, culminating in our ‘dress as a book character’ day,
which saw children and staff alike in an array of fabulous
costumes. There was a lovely cross age collaborative project
between the children in Cherry and Ash class, with the older
children producing books for younger children that featured
some of their friends and their favourite things. The children in
year 3/4 have all been enthused by the reading of ‘Krindlekrax,’
and in Beech, Oak and Willow the children enjoyed writing in
role as their favourite book characters on the dressing up day.
We also enjoyed welcoming parents to the classrooms to see
some of the reading in action after our well attended
information session for parents. The PowerPoint from this
session is now available on the school website for those parents
who were unable to attend. Go to www.girtonglebe.com >>
Curriculum >> Parent information sessions.

We had a number of competitions running in school which
were extremely hard to judge as we received many high
quality entries. William in Lime class won the book review
competition with his innovatively presented paper
aeroplane review, and Dylan in Oak and Elin in Lime were
runners up. We had many fantastic entries for the photo
competition, and there is a display of some of the entries in
the main corridor and in the school hall for you to enjoy.
Congratulations to Abbie in Birch and David in Pine who
submitted the winning photos. And Esha in Pine class was
the lucky winner from the hundreds of raffle tickets in the
‘Get Caught Reading’ draw. All the winners were awarded a
book of their choice from the book fair.
Thank you to all those who supported the book fair, both
buying the books and manning the stall. The sales
commission raised through your support exceeded £550,
which together with the grant we received from Girton Feast
of £450 means we are looking forward to investing £1000 in
reading resources for the children to enjoy. A huge help to
the team of parents who have helped with the book audit as
we are now able to identify the reading resources most in
need of investment.

Year 6 SATs
The Year 6 children have participated in the national
programme of testing this week, taking one or two tests each
day from Monday to Thursday. They have taken the event in
their stride and we are extremely proud of them all for their
fantastic efforts and mature attitudes this week.

Trips
As this goes to press, year five are enjoying their action
packed three day residential at Mepal activity centre. Mrs
Knowler has been giving me regular updates and the children
and adults have had a brilliant time, with the watersports
and high ropes activities being particular highlights. They
have even managed to fit in a bit of sleeping! We look
forward to sharing a more detailed report and some photos
in the next edition. Meanwhile, parents can find out all about
it at the Mepal Class Assembly on Friday 20th May at 9am.
A selection of book character costumes.

A little closer to home, Willow class were the first of the year
1/2 classes to visit the Botanical Gardens yesterday. In a

fairly rainy week, the weather was extremely kind, and the
children had a great time looking at the different plants.
They told me they especially liked the crossing the stepping
stones. Zaki in Willow class said; “The best bit was all of it!”

meet the needs of all groups and the use of models and
images to support learners. Staff training has focused on
strategies to develop mastery, fluency and problem solving
in maths. We have also benefitted from a visit from the Early
Years advisor who has provided feedback on the teaching of
phonics and the supporting of key skills through effective
continuous provision. She also provided training on the use
of exemplified materials to support assessment judgements
in the Early Years Foundation Stage.

Upcoming Dates
Scratch Day – Saturday 14th May

Willow class enjoying the sunshine at the Botanical Gardens

Assembly visitor-Cross Channel Swimmer- Monday 16th
May
Assembly visitor- Cambridge United- Tuesday 17th May

Team Building

Class Photos- Wednesday 18th May- morning
Headteacher interviews- Thursday 19th and Friday 20th May
Mepal Assembly- Friday 20th May -9am
Willow Class cake sale- Friday 20th May-after school
FOGG Ceilidh- Saturday 21st May- 6.30-9.30pm
Year 5/6 Trip to Cambridge – Monday 23rd May
Sports Day- Tuesday 24th May- 1.45pm on Recreation
ground
Oak Class visit to Botanical Gardens- Thursday 26th May
Willow Class visit to Botanical Gardens- Friday 27th May

Year Four Team Building
activities

Pine Class Assembly- Friday 27th May– 9am
Half Term- Monday 23rd-Friday 27th June

Tuesday was a memorable day for the pupils in Year 4 who
took part in a range of team building challenges that had the
children working together on puzzles and problems. Callum
in Rowan class said; “I liked the shepherding activity where
you had to guide the sheep to the pen, or be the sheep and
follow instructions. It was all about trust.” James in Lime
class explained that “We had to work in teams together. It
would have been much harder without the other people in
your team as we had to move heavy planks down the
corridor.”

Ongoing School Improvement
The School Improvement Partner from the Local Authority
has visited today to evaluate the way in which we are
spending of Pupil Premium funding to ensure it improves the
outcomes for pupils. She also visited classrooms to see how
recent staff training is being applied. Over the past fortnight,
each of the year teams has received support from the
Primary Improvement advisor, with a focus on planning to

Return to school- Monday 6th June
Reserve Sports Day- Tuesday 7th June- afternoon
Sex and Relationships Education Information Session for
Parents – Wednesday 8th June- 6.30pm
Celebration Assembly- Friday 10th June -9am

And finally….
I would like to share with you all the good news that Mrs
Knowler and her husband are expecting a baby in November.
I am sure you will all wish to join me in congratulating Mrs
Knowler at this happy time.
And finally, as the weather is getting warmer, please
remember children should have sunscreen applied and we
encourage them to bring a named water bottles and hat to
school. Many thanks for your help with this.
Mrs Helen Scrivner
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