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Girton Glebe Book Week
In conjunction with ‘Children’s Book Week’ which runs from
May 2nd-May 8th, Girton Glebe’s own Book Week has
launched today. What an exciting first day it has been, with
a visit from John Harris, author and storyteller who has had
the children spellbound with his fabulous tales. John will be
selling signed copies of his books in the entrance hall area of
school at the end of the school day, and we hope that lots of
you will take the opportunity to come and meet him at
home-time. Thank you to FOGG for funding this event which
has really enthused the children about reading and
storytelling. Joe in Oak class said, “He told us three stories, I
liked the first one about finding the pot of gold the best.”
And according to Cordelia Beech class, “That was awesome!”

Years 3 and 4 enjoying one of John’s Storytelling sessions.
The book fair will also be open after school today in the
entrance hall, and will be open before and after school next
week, with the final sale taking place before school Friday 6th
May. Every pound spent at the book fair generates money
for the school to buy new books, so I would encourage you
to come and look at the range of titles on offer. Thank you
to the group of parents who helped to audit our reading
resources on Thursday afternoon to help us come up with
our wish list of new resources required, and thank you in
advance to those who have volunteered to man the book fair
over the next week. There are still a couple of vacant
timeslots so please check out the doodle poll if you are able
help: http://doodle.com/poll/dpcaaabwtg5mk49p

During the coming week there are lots of exciting reading
related events happening in school, with class teachers
planning a range of book related activities. We are looking
forward to welcoming our special visitor Richard, from the
‘Read it Again - Cambridgeshire Children’s Picture Book
Award’ who will be introducing the children to the picture
books in this year’s competition and then leaving a selection
of books in school for the children to vote for their favourite.
We have a number of competitions running this week too,
which we hope you will encourage your children to take part
in. We are holding a ‘Get Caught Reading Photo
Competition’ where we are inviting children to bring in a
photograph of them reading in a favourite or unusual place.
There will be prizes for the most original offering, so why not
have some fun reading in unusual places over the long
weekend? Children should bring in photos with their name,
class and year group on the back and hand them to their
class teacher. The competition will be judged after school on
Thursday 5th May, so all entries must be received by the end
of school on Thursday.
We are also having a book review competition, where
children are invited to submit a book review of their all-time
favourite book. Adults in school will be sharing some of their
childhood favourites with the children too. Again, the
competition will be judged by our panel after school on
Thursday 5th May, so all entries must be received by the end
of school on Thursday and should have names, classes and
year groups clearly recorded on the entry. Templates for KS1
and KS2 are attached to the newsletter, but children can
present their book review in any way they wish.
We will also be ‘dropping everything to read’ every day next
week, so please don’t request an appointment or try to
phone me between 1.15 and 1.30pm as like everyone else in
school, I will have my nose in a book! There will be raffle
tickets up for grabs during the week for children who are
caught reading at other times of the day too. And of course,
Friday 6th May is our ‘Dress as a Book Character Day’ with
prizes on offer for the best dressed. We can’t wait to see the
whole school in costume!
And finally, can I remind you all that Thursday 5th May at 9am
is our reading information session for parents. The morning
will start with a presentation to parents in the school hall
about the ways in which we support children in learning to
read in school, as well as making suggestions about how you

can support reading at home. After the presentation there
will be the opportunity to visit your child/children’s
classroom to see some reading-based learning in action. I
hope that many of you will be able to join us, and for those
who are unable to make it, information will be shared on the
school website. We are all looking forward to the week
ahead in school and hope you will join us in celebrating all
things to do with books and reading both in school and at
home.

FOGG
It has been a busy fortnight for the FOGG committee, who
raised an impressive £178.50 at the Beech class cake sale and
an additional £702.19 at Saturday’s jumble sale. This total is
due to rise once the earnings from the ‘Bags 2 School’
collection are totalled up. The children also had an excellent
time at the FOGG disco yesterday evening. A big thank you
to all of those who work so hard to enable these events to
go ahead smoothly, by baking cakes, sorting jumble,
manning stalls or supervising at the disco and especially to
the dedicated team who work behind the scenes to ensure
we have such a great programme of events to enjoy.

Special Assemblies
Last Wednesday we enjoyed a particularly lovely assembly
featuring performances from some of our violin players. A
big thank you and well done to the children who performed
for us. If your child may be interesting in beginning violin
lessons, or indeed learning another instrument please do
pay a visit to Cambridgeshire Music’s website at
http://www.cambridgeshiremusic.org/.
We also had a huge turnout last Friday from parents for Oak,
Beech and Willow classes’ ‘Performance Poetry’ Assembly,
at which they treated us to fantastic renditions of a number
of poems all about plants and growing, which were enjoyed
by parents and children alike.

Upcoming Dates

Celebration Assembly- Friday 13th May -9am
Scratch Day – Saturday 14th May 2-4pm

The Big Pedal
It has been fantastic to see so many children (and parents!)
cycling or scooting to school as part of our Big Pedal
fortnight, particularly during the less clement wintery
weather this past week. On the first day, 50% of pupils
scooted or cycled, and we managed an impressive 67% on
our highest scoring day. With almost 700 schools across the
country taking part, we are delighted to have always been
placed in the top 50 and await confirmation of our final
position on Monday. Thank you to all who have supported
this event which has encouraged the children to get active,
and promoted greener ways of travelling to and from school.

Swimming Lessons in Girton
Local swim school, Elite Swimming Academy, have recently
extended their highly regarded lesson program to Girton
College. With 3 students per class, superb coaches and
guaranteed progress we are pleased to recommend them.
Head of ESA Ed Williams came to do an assembly with us a
few years ago about his swim across the English Channel and
will be coming back this term to speak with the children
about his current challenge to swim between Ireland and
Scotland. For more information please visit their website
www.eliteswimmingacademy.co.uk or call 01223 633 699.

Ongoing School Improvement
During the last fortnight the Early Years Advisor has spent
some time with the Early Years team offering guidance on
securing judgements and moderation. The Primary
Improvement Advisor has provided suggestions on how to
further refine ‘moving-on’ marking comments for children to
accelerate progress. Teachers required to make End of Key
Stage judgements have been working in collaboration with
class teachers from other schools to ensure we are fully
prepared for end of Key Stage Assessments.

Book Week/Book Fair – Friday 29th April-Friday 6th May
May Day (school closed)- Monday 2nd May
Reading Information Session for Parents- Thursday 5th
May- 9am-10.30am
Dress as a Book Character- Friday 6th May
Celebration Assembly- Friday 6th May -9am
Year 6 SATs Week – Monday 9th May – Thursday 12th May
Willow Class Trip to Botanical Gardens- Thursday 12th May
Year 5 Residential to Mepal- Wednesday 11th-Friday 13th
May

And finally…
Please can I take this opportunity to remind parents that the
governors will be available in the school library after school
today to discuss the headteacher appointment so please do
take this opportunity to share your views. And can I also
remind parents that driveway leading up to the main office
is for the use of staff and those families who need to access
the disabled parking bay? It should not be used for general
drop offs and pick-ups, and this includes at after school club
collection time. Thank you for your help with this.
Mrs Helen Scrivner

