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News from the Classrooms
It was a pleasure to see everyone back in school last week
for the start of the summer term, which, as you will see from
the dates for the diary on page 3, promises to be a very full
term.
As they launch into their new topic ‘Amazing Animals,’ the
children in Ash class have been learning about wild, domestic
and imaginary animals, and finding out about elephants in
particular. Years 1 and 2 have been preparing for their
assembly on Friday 22nd April at 9am, at which they will be
showcasing the performance poems they have been
learning. We hope that many parents of children in Oak,
Beech and Willow class will be able to attend on Friday
morning. They have also been growing grass, tomatoes and
flowers as part of their new project.
Meanwhile, the classrooms of Pine, Lime and Rowan have
been taken over by 3D rainforest scenes as the children learn
about different vegetation found in the rainforest as the
entry point to their new project ‘Saving the World.’ In Cherry
and Birch classes, the impact of different forms of exercise
on heart rates have been subject to investigation.

was fantastic to see so many children arriving at school this
morning on bikes or scooters. We hope that as many families
as possible will be able to join us in the Big Pedal initiative
between now and Friday 29th April. And just to update you,
our final total for ‘Sport Relief’ was £215.50. Well done to all
of those children for their hard work in completing the sport
relief mile (or miles in many cases) and thank you to those
who made donations and who volunteered their time to
ensure the event ran smoothly.

Music at Girton Glebe
Orchestra has started up again for the summer term, so
those children who play in the Orchestra will need to have
their instruments in school on Mondays. Please make a note
of their summer term performance date: Monday 4th July at
6.30pm, where you can hear for yourselves the great sound
of the Girton Glebe Orchestra. And congratulations to Anna
in Cherry class for gaining a distinction in her Grade 2
euphonium exam, an instrument she was inspired to take up
after our collaboration with Cottenham Brass Band.

Ongoing School Improvement
Last Monday, during our INSET day, all staff had the
opportunity to feedback to governors their thoughts about
their vision for the future direction of the school. All staff
were also involved in reviewing the revised behaviour policy
and looking at the key actions featuring on the Summer Term
Action Plan as we continue to move the school forward.

For more
information
about what the
children will be
learning this term
please refer to
the Curriculum Precis which will be coming home this week.

Getting Active
We are pleased to have received the Bronze Level Modeshift
STARS school travel plan award, for our work on measuring
pupils’ journeys to school. We are also excited to be
participating the in Big Pedal over the next fortnight, and it

Teaching staff then reviewed the changes we made last term
to the teaching of spelling, which were introduced across
Years 1-4 last term, and have now been implemented in year
5. As research indicates that setting lists of words to learn for
a test does not result in improved spellings in context, we
were keen to teach spellings in such a way that the children
are encouraged to understand spelling patterns and rules,
and have a range of strategies at their disposal to check on
spelling accuracy. These changes also ensure a rigorous
approach to spelling given the raised expectations of the
National Curriculum, and are designed to combine the
spelling, handwriting and sentence punctuation aspects of
the English Curriculum. We will be reviewing the impact of
this change to our approach on spelling outcomes this term.

We also hope that parents found the information about how
to support spelling at home useful.
And finally, teaching staff had the opportunity to plan for
meaningful writing opportunities across the wider
Curriculum in order to encourage children to apply their
English learning in other contexts and raise writing
standards.

Communication with Parents
As part of our drive to improve our communication with
parents, we are hosting three information sessions over the
term which will be well worth attending if at all possible. As
always, we will publish on the website the information
shared for those unable to attend.
Firstly, during our reading week, we will be hosting an
information session for parents about approaches to
teaching reading in school and how parents can support
their child at home. This information session will be followed
by an opportunity to visit your child’s classroom to see this
sort of work in action. The date for this event is Thursday 5th
May between 9am and 10.30am.
In the second half of the Summer Term, we will be holding a
similar session, with a maths focus. This will be on Friday 24th
June between 9am and 10.30am. Again this will be an
information session, with an emphasis on the key strands of
the maths Curriculum: problem solving, fluency and
reasoning, followed by an opportunity to visit classrooms.
We will also highlight the changes made to the school
calculation policy, copies of which were provided to all
parents at February’s Parents Evenings.
And finally, on Wednesday 8th June we will be running an
evening information session about the teaching of ‘Sex and
Relationships’ which will be run in collaboration with the
PSHE service and is designed to provide parents with
information about the SRE Curriculum in advance of teachers
beginning these units of work with classes later in the
summer term. We hope many of you will be able to join us
for these events.
And of course, we will still be running drop-ins for parents
in the final week of term to discuss school reports, should
you wish to meet with your child’s class teacher. Can I also
remind Cherry class parents that tonight’s Mepal session has
been postponed to Thursday 21st April.

Collaboration with University of Cambridge
On Friday the parents of children in Year One and Reception
will have received a letter outlining the details of two
different research projects, which the children in Reception
and Year One are invited to take part in. Of course, there is
no obligation to take part, but having met the researchers
who will be directly involved, I hope that parents will give
this some consideration as I think it provides an exciting

opportunity for the school to be involved in two interesting
projects and will help to further develop future
understanding of childhood development.

Changes to End of Year Reports
Having listened to parental feedback about the desire to
receive more information about the progress their children
are making, and a clearer indication of whether their
children are meeting national expectations, we are making
some revisions to our end of year reports. It is proposed that
the new report format includes a detailed section for the
core subjects-English, maths and science, where teachers
will comment on individual progress made and next steps.
There will also be an extended teachers’ comment which
mentions the child’s contributions to school life and aptitude
in other curriculum areas, as well as a comment by the
headteacher and the pupil. For all subjects, information as to
whether pupil attaining is inline, above or below the
standard expected for the age group will shared, as well as
an indication of effort. Should any parent wish to comment
on the proposed changes to the end of term reports, please
put any thoughts in writing addressed FAO Mrs Scrivner via
the school office or contact the office to make an
appointment with Mrs Scrivner by Monday 25th April, when
the report template will be finalised. Thank you.

Parent Helpers
Firstly, a big thank you to Pond and Garden group for their
work at the end of the Easter holidays on the wildlife area.
And secondly, can I put out a plea for parent helpers who
may be available to help out in advance of, and during, our
Book Week. We will be running a Book Fair between Friday
29th April and Friday 6th May and will we need parents to help
sell books before and after school on these dates. Look out
for the doodle poll if this would be of interest.
I am also looking for a small team of parents who would be
available during the week of 25th April to help reorganise, reshelve and audit our reading materials so that we can
identify reading resources required. If you would be
interested in helping with this, please make contact with the
school office, and list days and times you are available.

And finally…
Can I flag up our ‘Dress as a Book Character Day’ on Friday
6th May? More information about our exciting Book Week
will be coming home soon.
And finally, can I remind parents that we do try to encourage
the children to eat balanced meals at school. We encourage
children to bring a healthy snack, such as a piece of fruit, for
break-time, with items such as crisps or biscuits being
reserved for packed lunch boxes as part of a balanced lunch.
Thank you for your continued support.
Mrs Scrivner

Girton Glebe School-Dates for the Diary- Summer Term
Special Assemblies- Summer Term
Oak, Willow and Beech Assembly- Friday 22nd April -9am
Celebration Assembly- Friday 6th May -9am

Beech Class Trip to Botanical Gardens- Friday 27th May
HALF TERMMonday 30th May-Friday 3rd June
Reserve Sports Day- Tuesday 7th June- afternoon

Celebration Assembly- Friday 13th May -9am
Mepal Assembly- Friday 20th May -9am

Sex and Relationships Education Information Session for
Parents – Wednesday 8th June- 6.30pm

Pine Class Assembly- Friday 27th May– 9am

FOGG Rio Funathon- Friday 17th June- 2.30-3.15pm

Celebration Assembly- Friday 10th June -9am
Beech Class Assembly- Friday 17th June -9am
Ash Class Assembly- Friday

1st

July-9am

Year 4 Mini Olympics-Tuesday 21st June
Maths information session for parents- Friday 24th June –
9am-10.30am

Celebration Assembly- Friday 8th July -9am

Ash Class Cake Sale- Friday 24th June

Celebration Assembly- Friday 15th July -9am

Year 6 IVC Induction- Monday 27th-Wednesday 29th June

Leavers’ Assembly- Thursday 21st July -9am
Other Events – Summer Term

IVC Orchestra performance-Friday 1st July
Orchestra and Instrumental concert-Monday 4th July 6pm

Mepal Information Session for Year 5 Parents – Thursday 21st April – 6pm

Year 5 taster at IVC- Tuesday 5th July- am
The Big Pedal- Monday

18th-Friday

29th

April

FOGG Jumble Sale- Saturday 23rd April- 11am-1pm
Bags to School collected- Monday 25th April -8.30am

FOGG disco- Thursday 28th April - 5.30-7.30pm
Book Week – Friday 29th April-Friday 6th May
Book Fair- Friday 29th April-Friday 6th May
May Day (school closed)- Monday 2nd May
Author Visit - Friday 29th April
Reading Information Session for Parents- Thursday 5th May- 9am10.30am
Dress as a Book Character- Friday 6th May
Year 6 SATs Week – Monday 9th May – Thursday 12th May
Willow Class Trip to Botanical Gardens- Thursday 12th May
Year 5 Residential to Mepal- Wednesday 11th-Friday 13th May
Scratch Day – Saturday 14th May 2-4pm
Class Photos- Wednesday 18th May
Willow Class Cake Sale – Friday 20th May
FOGG Ceilidh- Saturday 21st May- 6.30-9.30pm
Sports Day- Tuesday 24th May- afternoon
Oak Class Trip to Botanical Gardens- Thursday 26th May

Meet the Buddies- Year 5 and new Reception childrenTuesday 5th July 3.30-4.30pm
Year 6 Comberton Induction – Thursday 7th-Friday 8th
July
65th Anniversary Celebrations– Thursday 7th July
Girton Feast –Saturday 9th July
Year 2 Tennis festival –Tuesday 12th July- am
EYFS Multi-Skills Festival-Wednesday 13th July-am
Year 1 Multi-Skills Festival –Thursday 14th July am
Key Stage 2 Production- Wednesday 13th July – evening
performance
Key Stage 2 Production Thursday 14th July- afternoon and
evening performance
Talent show-Friday 15th July
Reports Home- Friday 15th July
Transition Afternoon – Monday 17th July
Parents Evenings- Drop ins to discuss reports- Monday
17th and Tuesday 18th July – 3.30pm-5pm
Leavers’ Tea- Wednesday 19th July – 5pm-6.30pm
Leavers’ Assembly- Thursday 21st July-9am
End of Term- Thursday 21st July

