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News from the Classrooms
We have had an eventful time in school, with our schoolwide ‘Anti-Bullying’ Week running from 25th-29th January.
Through assemblies and classwork, we focused on various
aspects of bullying throughout the week including different
types of bullying, the effects of bullying, the role of the
bystander and what to do if you see or experience bullying. I
would like to share with you a small selection of moving
excerpts of poetry written by the children in Pine class.
Why by Chloe
Why did you bully me?
What did I do?
You hurt me,
You kicked me,
I never did it to you…
You Bad Bully by Josh

how we can continue our work to prevent bullying in school
with their suggestions including a friendship bus stop for
children who would like someone to play with. School
councillors are carrying out a survey with their classes to find
out if all the children in school now feel that they know what
to do if they experience bullying. We will report their findings
after the next school council meeting. As part of our drive to
continue to enhance playtime experiences for the children,
the pupils in Year 5 have received training to become ‘Play
Leaders’ and they can now be found leading a range of
games and activities for children on the Key Stage 1
playground. These games have certainly been well received
by the younger children!
In other news, the children in Ash class have been out and
about in the village carrying out a traffic survey as part of
their transport topic. They then compiled their results into a
class pictogram. One of the greatest pleasures as
headteacher is the opportunity to visit classrooms in action
and this past week I have spent some time in Years 1 and 2
and have been really impressed with the fabulous maths
work I have seen, in which the children have been learning
about ‘sharing’ and ‘grouping’- the first concepts of division.

Why are you so bad?
You make me feel so sad,
When you come near,
I am in fear,
When you punch me,
I am in tears…
Bullying by Skye
…When I told someone to help,
The amazing feeling I felt.
Was it me?
I couldn’t see?
Now luckily it is all behind me!
I think these extracts demonstrate fantastic empathy for
those who may have experienced bullying, and to capture
this in verse is a real skill. Well done to Josh, Skye and Chloe.
The school council have come up with some great ideas for

Ash class traffic survey
Meanwhile in Year 5 and 6 the children have been creating
asteroids and testing a range of variables including the angle
of trajectory, the height and the size of asteroids to establish
the impact on the size and shape of crater produced. They
have also produced some beautiful artwork using pencil,
paints, pastels and acrylics to create nebulas. Continuing
with a space theme, in Year 3 and 4, the children have been
very enthusiastic about their imaginative planet designs as
they came up with the features of their own planets which
had to be inhospitable to human life.

Communication with Parents
We were pleased to welcome over 30 parents to our two esafety information sessions at which Mrs Knowler shared
useful information about promoting online safety and
provided parents with the opportunity to view the materials
we were using with the children to promote ‘Safer Internet
Day.’ We have had received lots of positive feedback from
those who were able to attend and will endeavour to put all
the materials and links up on the school website as soon as
possible for those who were not able to make it.
It was great to see so many parents on Tuesday and Thursday
evening coming to meet with class teachers, discuss progress
and look at their children’s work. If you were unable to
attend parents’ consultations this week, please do speak
with your child’s class teacher or contact the school office to
arrange an appointment after half term as it is really
important that these meetings take place. We hope you
found both the discussions and the information shared at
consultations, such as the end of year group expectation
documents and the revised calculation policy, of interest.
These documents will also be appearing on the school
website shortly.
I would like to thank those of you who have filled in the
governor’s questionnaire in already. It is not too late to do
so if you have not yet had the opportunity. The deadline for
completion is Monday 15th February, Follow the link to:
https://esurv.org/?u=Girton_Glebe_Parent_Questionnaire_2016.

We do really value your feedback.

Ongoing School Improvement
Earlier this week we were joined in school by the Senior Area
Advisor and Primary Improvement Advisor to review the
current quality of maths learning across the school.
Particularly pleasing was the effective use of models and
images to support mathematical learning and further
conceptual understanding, which was seen in all classrooms.
Also encouraging were the Senior Area Advisor’s
observations about the rate of progress the school is making
across a wide range of areas since his last visit to classrooms
at Girton Glebe.
Recently there have been a number of training opportunities
for Teaching Assistants including a session led by the English
Advisor on how to support phonic learning and training on
the different ways to support learners, either in a guided
group or individually, as led by the Primary Improvement
Advisor. We have also received some Local Authority
support to refine the ways in which we track the
interventions we are running and the Primary Improvement
Advisor reviewed the ways in which teaching assistants are
now being deployed to support learning,
In house training for teachers in recent weeks focused on
reviewing our use of ‘non-negotiables’ to promote key skills

in English, revisiting our acceptable use policy for ICT in the
light of recent technological advances, and considering how
to address e-safety in an age appropriate way. We have also
had the opportunity to consult the English advisor about the
planned changes to the way in which we teach spellings
across the school, and this will be shared with parents next
half term.

Dates for Next Half Term
Monday 22nd February – Term starts
Tuesday 23rd February- Anti-bullying workshop for KS2
Tuesday 23rd February – Information session for Year 2 parentsEnd of Key Stage Assessments- 3.15-4.00 pm
Friday 26th February - French Breakfast - 9am
Monday 29thFebruary - Friday 4th March – Science Week – (more
details to follow)
Tuesday 1st March- Information session for Year 1 parents arrangements for Year 1 phonics screening -3.15-3.45pm
Wednesday 2nd March – Year 6 trip- NAPP Pharmaceuticals
Friday 4th March-Science Week Assembly to celebrate the events
of the week. All parents welcome. 2.45-3.15pm.
Saturday 5th March- FOGG quiz night- 7.30-9.30pm
Monday 7th- Friday 11th March – Year 6 trip to France
Monday 7th March- Year 5 Hockey Competition at CVC
Tuesday 15th March- Cambridgeshire Music Hub for KS1
Tuesday 15th March- Weighing and measuring programme for
children in Reception and Year 6
Thursday 17th March – Singfest Choir Festival
Friday 18th March- Willow Class Assembly – 9am
Thursday 24th March- End of term assembly at which we will say
farewell to Mrs Roban. All parents welcome. 9am.

And finally
I would like to express our thanks to Richard Doig who gave
up his time to jet wash the wooden shelter and train on the
Key Stage 1. I would also like to inform parents about our
new ‘Red Box’ system. When parents bring in forgotten
lunch boxes, PE kits, instruments etc, they are now placed
into the Red Box just outside the office for your child to
collect. By introducing this system it is our intention to
reduce disruption to classes caused by repeated deliveries –
and further encourage the children to take responsibility for
their belongings. Thank you for your support with this.
It just remains for me to wish everyone an enjoyable week,
and I look forward to seeing you all back in school on
Monday 22nd February.
Mrs Helen Scrivner

