
The following sentence provides an example:  
 

 

 
The main joins to learn are as follows: 
Diagonal joins:  

   
 Diagonal joins to ascenders: 

   
Horitontal joins: 

   
Horizontal joins to ascenders: 

 
  

 
We have three rules which everyone in our school follows so that our children always get 
the same message. These are: 
 
Rule 1 
 
The following letters do not join to the next one, either because they end below the line, 
or they end on the left-hand side. ‘z’ and ‘x’ are special cases which do not join at all.  
 

b, g, j, p, q, s, x, y, z 

For example: 
 

 

  

 
Rule 2 
 
f is not joined to the preceding letter, it joins to the following letter from the cross, eg: 
 

 

Rule 3 
 
s takes its full shape when joined to the preceding letter, eg:  
 

 

Eventually, children will develop their own style of handwriting, but teachers will 
expect this to be based on accurate letter formation, and provide a legible, 
joined and fluent (quick to write) style.  
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