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News from the Classrooms
With the new term racing along, it certainly seems to have
been a busy fortnight in school. Year 5 and 6 enjoyed a visit
to the Cambridge Science Centre as
part of their ‘Space Explorers’ Project.
The children had the opportunity to
control a robotic arm to pick up objects
and tested materials for absorbency in
order to select the most suitable
product for designing a spacesuit
nappy!
Year 3 and 4 have been enjoying
reading the ‘The Iron Man,’ a novel by
Ted Hughes. After reading the opening chapters, the children
had the chance to write their own version part of the story.
This extract was written by Anouk in Rowan class “Perilously
close to the edge of the
cliff, another violent
gust of wind pressed
against the Iron Man’s
great back, causing him
to rock back and
forwards. Dangerously,
the Iron Man lifted up
his enormous right foot: up, up and out into nothingness.”
As part of their project ‘From A to B’ the children in Year 1
and 2 have been learning about different forms of transport.
Here is the impressive train produced by three children in
Oak class using recycled materials and lots of good
teamwork! Meanwhile, in Ash class, the children have been
making clay animals using natural resources found in the
forest area, and exploring the dens during ‘Forest Fridays’.

Ongoing School Improvement
During the past few weeks, the teaching staff have benefited
from a targeted practical training session from a P.E.
specialist. As well as working alongside teachers in
classrooms, the Primary Improvement Advisor also joining
me in undertaking a book scrutiny with a focus on more able
writers. It was very pleasing so see the high quality journeys
of learning evident in books, and many examples of effective

marking moving learning forwards, with pupils responding
well to teacher comments. The Early Years Advisor has also
been in school in the past fortnight to analyse data trends
and to visit the classroom to ensure that the indoor and
outdoor environments enable the children to access all areas
of learning.

E-Safety Information for Parents
I would like to invite all parents to attend our e-safety
information session which we will be holding on Thursday 4th
February at 9am, and again at 6.30pm. We anticipate the
presentation will last around 45 minutes. A separate letter
will be coming home shortly, providing more detailed
information about the subjects we will be addressing, but in
summary we will be providing information about how we
teach the children to stay safe online here at school, and how
parents can reinforce these messages at home. Between 8th
and 12th February, we will be focusing on internet safety with
the children, in conjunction with national Safer Internet Day
on 9th February. During the e-safety information evening, we
will also share with parents some of the materials we will be
using in class with the children to promote internet safety.

And finally…
I wanted to make all families aware of a local initiative
supporting the Syrian refugee crisis. Bobtails have been
organising a collection of shoes, boots, wellies, socks, warm
clothing (fleeces, jumpers etc.), coats, hats, gloves and
scarves, rucksacks and baby carriers. Donations can be
dropped off at Bobtails on Thursday morning between 9:3011:30am, or here at school this week. We will be collecting
items throughout the week, with the final day of collection
being this Friday, the 29th of January.
I also wanted to give advance notice of our ‘Book Week,’
between 3rd and 6th May, which will include a ‘dress as a book
character day’ on Friday 6th May. This is in conjunction with
National Children’s book week, as ‘Science Week’ is
happening in school on World Book Day this year.
And finally, we seem to have had an increase of children
coming to the office to sign in after a late arrival. Arriving on
time really helps the children get off to the best start in the
mornings and minimises disruption to others’ learning.
Mrs Helen Scrivner

