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Open Day and Evening
I would like to extend an invitation to all to attend our Open
Afternoon and Evening on Thursday 19th November. School
will be open to visitors from 1.30pm-2.30pm and 5.30pm6.30pm and the children will be showcasing some of the
things they have been learning about in school. There will be
a range of exciting things to experience including: a
performance by the school orchestra; a French café; a PE
demonstration; a Mayan sewing workshop; torchlight
exploration and science experiments on materials. All are
welcome to come along and see the school in action. I do
hope you will join us. A letter will be sent out next week for
parents to indicate whether their child will be able to attend
in the evening.

Ongoing School Improvement
This week we have been joined in school by an English
advisor from the local authority who has been working
alongside teachers in classrooms and at planning meetings
to continue to ensure that units of work show clear
progression of skills. She also worked with teachers on
making links between reading high quality texts and the
pupils’ own writing to ensure that children are encouraged
to make the links between their reading and writing. We
have also had the opportunity to run some training for
Teaching Assistants on effective work with a guided group,
as facilitated by the local authority Primary Advisor.
Before the half term break, school governors and local
authority representatives joined me on a number of visits to
classrooms and it was fantastic to see the impact of
developmental work we have undertaken very much in
evidence. The process also helped to inform our continued
programme of development for this half term.

Staff Update
This week we have welcomed Ms Shaen Cansdale to the
team. She is currently teaching in our Early Years class, as
Mrs Roban is unwell and will not be returning to school this
half term. Ms Cansdale is an experienced teacher who has

taught in both Reception and across Key Stage One and we
are delighted to have appointed Ms Cansdale to join us for
the remainder of the academic year. We also welcome Shelia
Huddlestone to our cleaning team this week, and say
goodbye to Evelina Ibarra who had been a fantastic asset to
the cleaning team at the school. We wish her well with her
next venture.

Remembrance

This Sunday, the 8th November, I will be laying a poppy
wreath on behalf of the school at the war memorial in Girton
as part of the village Remembrance Sunday ceremonies. All
children and families are welcome to attend. We will begin
gathering at 10.45am ready for the ceremony to begin at
10.55am. It would be fantastic if you are able to join us, and
I will be in need of some children to help me lay the school
wreath on the day. Our children in year 5 and 6, who have
been learning about World War 2 as part of their work on
‘Goodnight Mr Tom,’ will also be marking Remembrance Day
itself by attending the war memorial at 11am on 11 th
November. I hope to see many of you on Sunday morning.

Computer Programming
Our family Scratch Day on Saturday 17th
October, was a big hit with the children,
and I think the parents learnt a lot about
programming too! Great fun was had by
all, and a huge thank you to Julia
Watkinson and all of the other Scratch
volunteers for the time and energy they
put in to ensuring the day was a success. Mrs Knowler’s
maths homework was a particular favourite! We hope that
we will be running another session in the future.
Just before the half term break the children in Year 3 and 4
enjoyed a trip to Cambridge Computing Museum and had a
great time playing on computer games from throughout the
ages as well as leaning about computer programming.

News from the classrooms
It has been a very busy first week back, with the children in
Year 1 and 2 embarking on their new project, all about
materials. Earlier in the week I encountered the children in
Willow class engrossed in their ‘material hunt’ around the
school as they searched for different things made of wood,
metal and glass. In Reception class the children have begun
to transform their role play area into a space station and are
having lots of fun learning about light and dark. Year 3/4
have begun their new topic on ‘Explorers and Adventurers,’
with Lime class creating a boat in the classroom as they have
been learning about the setting of their new class novel
‘Kensuke’s Kingdom.’ This week many of the children in Year
6 have taken part in bikeability training as they learn to cycle
safely on the roads and Cherry class are busy preparing for
their class assembly next Friday.

Dates for the Half Term
School Photos- Wednesday 11th November
Cherry Class Assembly- Friday 13th November
Primary Maths Challenge- Monday 16th November
Open Afternoon and Evening- Thursday 19th November- 1.30pm2.30pm and 5.30pm-6.30pm
Singfest Opera Performance- Friday 20th November
Year 5/6 Trip to Duxford- Tuesday 24th November
Rowan Class Assembly- Friday 27th November
FOGG Christmas Fair – Saturday 28th November- 2pm-4pm
Year 5/6 Swimming Gala- Tuesday 1st December
Year 5/6 Cross Country Competition- Thursday 3rd December

School Environment
We have received confirmation that the planned
improvements to the playground will begin after Christmas.
We are delighted to have secured funding to improve the
surface adjacent to the Key Stage 1 play equipment to
address the bottleneck problem between Key Stage 2 and
Key Stage 1 playgrounds. The project also involves the
development of a ‘quiet reading’ area on the playground
which all of the children will be able to benefit from. We are
anticipating that work on the new school field on the land to
the rear of the school site will begin in the Spring term as
well. And finally, we would like to express our thanks to the
Girton Feast for funding the new planters at the front of
school which have brightened up the school entrance.

FOGG Events
The children had a great time at the FOGG disco just before half
term. Thank you to all involved in the organisation and supervision
of the disco. And make sure that Saturday 28th November is in your
diary for the annual FOGG Christmas Fair which promises to be a
fabulous event.

A Few Reminders
I would like to take this opportunity to remind families about
the need to travel carefully on the way to and from school,
especially now the nights are darker. The roads and
pavements around school are inevitably congested before
and after school, so please ensure we respect all road and
pavement users whether travelling on foot or by scooter,
bicycle or car. I would also like to respectfully remind families
that bikes should not be ridden on the school grounds for the
safety of the children. It is also important that the disabled
parking space at the front of school is always accessible so
that those with a genuine need to make use of this parking
bay are able to do so. Many thanks for your co-operation in
this matter.
Mrs Helen Scrivner

Year 1/2 Production – Friday 11th December – 9.15am and
Monday 14th December – 1.45pm
Christmas Concert with Cottenham Brass Band – Thursday 17th
December- 7pm
Reception Nativity – Friday 18th December – 9.15am
Carol Concert- Friday 18th December –2.15 pm

