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Ongoing School Improvement

News from the classrooms

As I shared at the Parent’s Welcome Meeting and subsequent
letter, the nature of assessment in schools has changed significantly
this year. We dedicated our INSET day on Friday 9th October, to
familiarising ourselves with the new assessment system and
undertaking assessments against the new criterion in reading,
writing and maths. We were joined by an English advisor from the
local authority to ensure that our judgements were externally
validated. We will be sharing information regarding the new
assessment system with you in advance of the Parents’ Evenings
after half term. Please look out for your letter about Parents’
Evening which will be coming home on Monday.

It has been a busy few weeks in school. Birch class enjoyed a visit
to the Invasion Games competition on Tuesday at which they
competed in football and netball competitions. They also treated
their audience to a fantastic Class Assembly where they shared
their learning about the Highwayman and the Mayans. It was
certainly a lively performance! We also congratulate Amy, Hassan,
Aman and Zoe who came second in the heats of the Year 6 English
Challenge. They faced tough questions about a range of topics
including children’s fiction and grammar; we eagerly await news of
whether they have reached the final. They were very proud of their
Special Commendation for knowledge of book characters.

The English advisor has also joined one of our recent staff meetings
to share best practice in relation to undertaking shared writing with
children by modelling key features of the writing process. Recent
‘in-house’ developmental work has included training for teaching
staff on the newly published expectations of attainment for the end
of Key Stage 1 and 2 and training for Teaching Assistants on how to
indicate the progress made by children whom they are working
with in pupils’ books to inform teachers’ ongoing assessments.

In other news, the children in Willow and Beech class have really
enjoyed working with Mrs Clifton, our PE specialist as they improve
their ball skills by throwing, catching, rolling and kicking. The other
classes can look forward to working with Mrs Clifton later in the
year. Pine, Lime and Rowan are on their trip today to the
Computing Museum, so we look forward to reporting back to you
about how the visit goes.

Parking at the Recreational Ground
Scratch Day-Saturday 17th October
We are looking forward to tomorrow’s Scratch Day for children in
Key Stage 2 where the children (and parents!) will be learning about
computer coding. Thank you to our team of volunteers who have
worked extremely hard preparing for the event. We are sure it will
be a great success and hope that we may be able to run future
events open to an even wider group of pupils with this valued
volunteer support.

As mentioned in a recent parentmail, there will be increased
demand for parking on Thursday afternoons for the next six weeks
in the car park at the Recreational Ground. Please consider making
alterative arrangements for parking on these days and park with
consideration. We want to ensure the continued safety of all of our
children.

Upcoming Dates
Year 5/6 Football School Cup- Tuesday 20th October

FOGG Events

Year 3 Invasion Games Competition-Thursday 22nd October

Thank you to all of those who supported FOGG’s jumble sale, either
by donating items, purchasing items or donating their time to help
set up, sell and clear up. An impressive £946.42 was raised! Well
done as well to the Year 6 children who had organised their own
cake sale to raise money for the Hope for Malawi charity. They
showed great initiative in running the stall, a true demonstration of
our core values in action, raising a total of £50.75.

Orchestra performance – Friday 23rd October – 9am

The children also all had a fantastic time yesterday evening enjoying
the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 disco organised by the FOGG
committee, so thank you to all those involved in making it a success.

Open Afternoon and Evening- Thursday 19th November 1.30pm2.30pm and 5.30pm-6.30pm.

Half term -Monday 26th October-Friday 30th October
Year 6 Bikeability – Monday 2nd - Thursday 5th November
Parent and Child Consultations – Tuesday 3rd November 3.30pm6.50pm and Thursday 5th November 3.30pm-5pm

Mrs Helen Scrivner

