
 

It has certainly been an action packed few weeks in school, 

with our 65th anniversary of the school’s opening on 

Thursday 7th July being a  real highlight. The children enjoyed 

a range of different activities in their house teams, which 

included  nature 

study, the 3Rs 

(reading writing 

and  arithmetic), 

music and 

movement and 

maypole dancing.  

We enjoyed a 

themed 1950s style 

lunch and then in 

the afternoon the 

Key Stage 2 

children learnt to 

lindy hop with our 

special visitors 

while Key Stage 1 enjoyed  a traditional puppet show. The 

day ended with an assembly which was attended by a 

number of distinguished guests and people who have 

previous associations with the school. Many former pupils 

were able to join us and they shared their delight at being 

able to revisit their old school and see how it has changed. It 

was a memorable event for all ages, and our sincere thanks 

go to the committed members of FOGG, especially Kathryn 

Quinn, Ashleigh White and John Quinn for all their hard work 

in ensuring the event was such a success.  

On Friday 8th July, Years 3 

and 4 took a trip to Egypt 

courtesy of ‘History off the 

Page.’ The school hall was 

transformed and the 

children participated in a 

range of exciting activities 

including making canopic 

jars, baking bread, creating 

waxed perfume, carving 

scarab beetles, embalming mummies, painting papyrus and 

making oil for candles. During the afternoon, an Egyptian 

feast was enjoyed by all, and there were a number of 

performances put on for the benefit of the Pharaoh. It was a 

fantastic day and really brought this fascinating time period 

to life for the children. 

 

In recent weeks we have also enjoyed a number of musical 

performances. Firstly, the superb Orchestra and 

Instrumental concert, which showcased the fantastic 

musical talent of Girton Glebe, featuring soloists, small 

groups and the whole orchestra, who performed pieces by 

Mozart, ‘All through the night’- a traditional Welsh tune, and 

a rousing rendition of Yankee Doodle-which I am told was 

the highlight of the evening. Many of the Orchestra were 

also able to perform on the Saturday of the Girton Feast, at 

which the Key Stage 1 children also performed a number of 

songs they have been learning including ‘The Breakfast 

Song,’ ‘Kookaburra’ and ‘Tiny Caterpillar’. Particular thanks 

to Mrs Whitworth and Mrs Boorman for their hard work in 

preparing the children for these events. 

Ms Cansdale, our Reception class teacher, has recently 

hosted two information sessions for parents of new 

Reception children who will join us in in September. The new 

Reception pupils have enjoyed a number of transition visits 

to get to know the adults and become familiar with their 

classroom.  They also had the opportunity to meet their Year 

5 buddies. The Year 5 pupils have completed a training 

programme with Relate to equip them to be effective 

buddies to the younger children and they were very excited 
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to finally meet them! We look forward to welcoming our 

new pupils in on Wednesday for our teddy bear’s picnic.  

 

A number of classes have also enjoyed a visit from the 

‘Rocket Man,’ with whom they designed and launched 

rockets. Thank you to Mrs Storer and Ryan from Girton Youth 

Project for this organising this activity which developed 

engineering skills as well as team work and a bit of healthy 

competition to see which rocket would travel furthest.  

 

Over the last two days, the whole of Key Stage 2 have been 

involved in a sensational production of ‘Shakespeare Rocks’ 

which tells the life of the bard William Shakespeare on the 

400th anniversary of his birth. The year 6 children are a truly 

talented group of performers who really kept us entertained 

with their acting, singing and dancing. The performance also 

featured great class scenes from Cherry class, who starred as 

‘men-dressed-as-women’ or ‘women-dressed-as-men 

dressed-as-women,’ as in Shakespearean times women 

were not allowed to perform as actors on stage, so young 

men took the female roles. Pine class made excellent 

builders of the Globe theatre, Rowan class were spooky 

sorcerers in a scene from ‘The Scottish Play,’ (don’t say 

Macbeth!), and Lime class performed as Tudor fans of 

Shakespeare demonstrating that ‘the Whole World’s a 

Stage.’ Thanks to all of the staff involved in putting on such 

an excellent production, especially Mrs Whitworth. 

As this goes to press, excitement across school is running 

high as we prepare for our Talent Show. Each of the phases 

held talent show heats, so that all children who wished to 

perform could showcase their varied and amazing talents to 

their peers, and this afternoon the finalists from each age 

group will perform for the whole school.  It promised to be a 

superb afternoon of entertainment and we are grateful to 

Ms Edwards for co-ordinating both the heats and the final.  

Oak, Beech and Willow classes visited Linton Zoo last 

Monday where they were extremely excited to see a real 

kookaburra, and spontaneously sang their kookaburra song 

for him. The also saw kangaroos and tapiers being fed, and 

took part in an animal encounter where they had the 

opportunity to get up close with a snake, cockroach, giant 

stick insect and bearded dragon, with many children being 

brave enough to pet the animals (see below). A great day out 

was had by all! 

 

This week, a number of year groups have participated in 

Sports Festivals held at Impington Village College. This 

morning the Year 1 pupils took part in a multi-sports event, 

whilst earlier in the week Year 2 pupils enjoyed a mini- tennis 

festival. On Monday Cherry class took part in the Year 5 Mini-

Olympics enjoying a range of athletics activities ranging from 

400m to the triple jump and the tug of war.  

 

Yesterday it was the turn of Ash class who took part in eight 

different sporting activities in teams including, agility races 

along a rope ladder and jumping hurdles, and team 

balancing exercises where they balanced on a spikey pillow.  

Over the past few weeks, we have received a moderation 

visit from the team at the local authority to ensure that our 

End of Key Stage judgements in Key Stage One were 
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accurate. The moderation team were very impressed with 

the standard of work seen in books, with the range of writing 

opportunities for children in subjects in addition to English 

and with the detailed knowledge the Year 1/2 team had of 

the children. The judgements were upheld and we were 

particularly pleased with the feedback about cross curricular 

writing opportunities being a strength as this is an area we 

have worked hard to develop this year. 

The Early Years Improvement Advisor has also spent time in 

school reviewing judgements made for Early Years, so again 

we can be confident that our judgements are accurate. She 

has also worked with the Early Years team on devising the 

action plan and identifying priorities for development for 

next academic year. The Primary Improvement Advisor has 

also spent some time in school working with Mr Simpson and 

myself to ensure that there is a detailed handover as we 

review the progress made this term and create the new 

action plan for the Autumn term. We have continued to 

receive support from a leading SENCo (Special Educational 

Needs Co-ordinator) as we review the effectiveness of our 

interventions for pupils with additional needs and plan our 

programme of interventions for September.  

Internally, our staff training for the last three weeks has 

focused upon devising long and medium term Curriculum 

plans for next academic year in the light of our changing class 

structure. We have made enhancements and adjustments as 

our Curriculum provision continues to evolve and develop, 

which the teaching team are very excited about.     

I would like to share with you our results for attainment and 

how our results compare locally and nationally. 

Early Years Foundation Stage  

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children are assessed 

against a number of areas of learning, and to attain the GLD 

(Good Level of Development) they need to have achieved 

the expected standard in both literacy and maths, as well as 

the three prime areas of learning: personal, social, emotional 

development; physical development; communication and 

language.  

 % of children achieving the GLD 

Girton Glebe 77% 

National 69% 

Cambridgeshire 70% 
 

We are delighted that our % of pupils attaining the GLD is 

above the county and national average at 77%.  

Key Stage 1 

Many of you will be aware that the way of assessing children 

at the end of Key Stage 1 is different this year. Children are 

either assessed as working towards the expected standard, 

meeting the expected standard or working at greater depth. 

The standards have also been raised, so results are not 

comparable with previous years.  

% of Children Working at Expected Standard 

 Reading Writing Maths Science 

Girton Glebe 83.7 72.1 72.1 83.7 

National 74 66 73 82 

Cambridgeshire 74 64 72 82 
 

We have exceeded county and national results at both 
expected standard and greater depth in all subjects, except 
in maths at the expected standard where we are inline.  

% of Children Working at Greater Depth 

 Reading Writing Maths 

Girton Glebe 30.2 20.9 18.6 

National 24 13 18 

Cambridgeshire 24 13 18 
 

Particularly pleasing is the number of children who attained 

the expected standard in all areas: reading, writing, maths 

and science combined. At Girton Glebe this was 67.4%, 

compared to 60% nationally and 58% in Cambridgeshire. 

Key Stage 2 

In Key Stage 2 the way of assessing pupils has also changed 

with the children in Year 6 taking new versions of the SATs 

tests in reading, grammar punctuation and spelling (GPS), 

and maths this year. There is not a test for writing; this is 

assessed by the teacher. The tests reflected the new revised 

standards and higher expectations of the new curriculum.  

% of Children Working at Expected Standard 

 Reading Writing Maths GPS RWM 

Girton Glebe 82 75 71 89 60.7 

National 66 74 70 72 53 

Cambridge 65 71 66 69 52 

 

Again we are delighted to have a higher % of our children 

reaching the expected standard across all subjects, and very 

significantly so in reading and GPS. We are really pleased 

with all these results which are a testament to both the hard 

work of the children and the staff.  

School reports are coming home today, together with the 

information about classes for next year. Next week is still 

busy with classes meeting their new teachers on Monday 

afternoon, parent drop-ins for you to discuss reports and 

meet new teachers on Monday and Tuesday 3.30-5pm, the 

Year 6 leavers’ tea on Wednesday and Year 6 leavers’ 

assembly on Thursday at 9am. We also prepare to say 

goodbye to a number of staff members on Thursday: two of 

our brilliant teachers: Mrs Tippin and Miss Farmer; our 

family support worker Mrs Christie; three of our fantastic 

teaching assistants: Mr White, Mrs Agrawal and Mrs 

McLachlan. All have been valued members of the team and 

we wish them well in their future endeavours.                                                     

Mrs Helen Scrivner 
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And finally 



 

 


