
 

Earlier today you will have received a parentmail from the 

governing body informing you of the appointment of Mr 

Andrew Simpson as the new permanent headteacher with 

effect from September 2016. I am delighted that Mr Simpson is 

joining Girton Glebe and there will be opportunity for a detailed 

handover with him throughout June and July. I am confident he 

will continue to lead the school forward on our journey of 

improvement. On Monday, Mr Simpson, myself and the 

governors were successful in appointing Mr Neil Kohler as 

Assistant Headteacher from a very strong field of candidates to 

work alongside Mr Simpson and Mrs Whitworth. Mr Kohler 

joins us from St Paul’s Primary School where he has been a 

senior leader responsible the teaching of English across the 

school. We look forward to welcoming Mr Kohler and Mr 

Simpson to the leadership team.    

It was fantastic to see so many family members supporting the 

children during Sports Day. The children all took part in a 

carousel of both competitive and non-competitive activities. For 

Key Stage One and Reception children this included traditional 

races such as the sack race, egg and spoon race and three-

legged race, whilst Key Stage Two participated in events 

including the javelin, long jump and shuttle run. The afternoon 

was rounded off with the Key Stage One and Reception class 

sprints and the Key Stage Two ‘Race Around the Rec.’ The 

afternoon was very well organised and  we were very fortunate 

with the weather; sunny but not too hot was ideal. We are 

particularly grateful to Miss Pyle for all her hard work, the IVC 

students who assisted with the activities and Mrs Sebley for 

coming back to lead our warm up and keep everything running 

to time. Also, thank you to FOGG for manning the tea and coffee 

kitchen, and the Co-Op who provided complimentary water.   

 

 We look forward to awarding certificates to celebrate 

sporting achievements on Sports Day after the half term.  

The Year Five trip to Mepal was a huge hit. The children 

participated in a jam packed programme of adventurous 

activities including archery, kayaking, climbing and raft 

building. As well as the challenge of trying new activities, 

which for some of the group really pushed them outside of 

their comfort zone, the children learnt a lot about team work 

through activities like the ‘Trust-Trail,’ a blindfolded obstacle 

course. Mrs Knowler, Mrs Christie and Mr Smart were 

particularly pleased with how the Year Five children 

supported one another throughout their time away, and we 

thank the staff for making sure the trip was a success.  

 

Raft building 

The children all had different high points. Austin said, “I 

loved the raft building; we all got to jump in and the funniest 

was when Mrs Knowler fell in.” Freya enjoyed ‘Capture the 

Flag’ because the whole class and the teachers all played 

together. And of course, staying with their friends in the 

dormitories was also a memorable part of the whole 

experience. “We had most fun laughing in our dorm room 

when Mrs Knowler had told us we should already be asleep,” 

confessed an anonymous member of Year Five. 

Saturday 14th May was our second ‘Scratch Day’. Both 

parents and children had a great time working together on 

computer programming. I think the children taught the 

adults a lot! It was a really fun family event, so a big thank 

you to the fabulous team of volunteers, and especially Mrs 

Watkinson, for all their hard work to make it such a success. 
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As always, FOGG have been extremely busy over the past 

fortnight supporting the school in a range of ways. Firstly, 

the FOGG Ceilidh on Saturday 21st May was a great success, 

with a good time enjoyed by all. In addition to this, they have 

manned the tea stall at Sports Day, run the café at Scratch 

day, put on a cake sale and painted the swimming pool 

fencing. I am very sad to let you know that Kathryn Quinn 

and Ashleigh White will be stepping down as FOGG co-chairs 

at the September AGM. They have done an amazing job over 

the past two years of fundraising and putting on a brilliant 

programme of events to bring the school community 

together. The FOGG committee is really thriving as a result 

of their efforts and we are hugely indebted to both of them 

for the enthusiasm and commitment they have shown. We 

hope that others will be interested in coming forward to take 

on this role. Please speak to Kathryn, Ashleigh, any of the 

FOGG class reps or the school office if you are interested.  

On Monday, as part of their tourism project, Years 5 and 6 

enjoyed a trip in to Cambridge to visit King’s College, climb 

St Mary’s Church Tower and take to the Cam on punts. 

According to Cherry class, it was the best school trip they 

have been on, and Mrs Storer agreed! Today and yesterday 

Oak and Beech class had their visits to the Botanical Gardens. 

Highlights for the Year 1 and 2 children were measuring how 

many children it took to reach around a tree.                              

 

Birch class enjoy a spot of punting 

In the past fortnight, Cherry Class have entertained their 

parents with an assembly all about Mepal, and today we 

were treated to a fantastic ‘news-report’ style class assembly 

from Pine Class where they shared some of their amazing 

learning about the Rainforest. Last Monday, local extreme 

distance swimmer Ed Williams came to speak with our 

children about his Channel swimming adventures. Ed has 

completed many extreme iconic swims all over the world 

including the English Channel and Gibraltar Straits and he is 

soon to make his second attempt at swimming between 

Ireland and Scotland. His previous expedition in 2014 had to 

be abandoned after 18 miles due to hundreds of jellyfish 

stings! Ed spoke with the children about the importance of 

having goals in life and never giving up which links well with 

our core value of perseverance. Ed is head of local private 

swim school Elite Swimming Academy which teaches 

children aged 3 - 16 years in private and semi-private classes 

all over Cambridge including Girton College. For more 

information visit www.eliteswimmingacademy.co.uk or call 

them on 01223 633 699.  

In the past fortnight, the Primary Improvement Advisor has 

supported the governors with the recruitment process for 

both the headteacher and assistant headteacher vacancies. 

Our Key Stage One and Reception teachers have undertaken 

training on the moderation process for their end of year 

judgements in EYFS and Year 2.  The PSHE advisor has been 

in to school to lead a staff meeting for the teaching staff on 

Sex and Relationships Education. We have also been 

updating our pupil assessments and senior leaders have 

been holding pupil progress meetings to track the progress 

of children from both their starting points and in relation to 

the end of year expectations for their age.  

Unfortunately it is necessary to delay the opening of the 

swimming pool this year. We have experienced some 

technical set-backs and are working hard to resolve these 

difficulties so that the pool is operational as soon as possible. 

Children will therefore need PE kits not swimming kits in 

school and swimming clubs will not run the first week back. 

We will keep you updated with our progress  

Return to school from half term break- Monday 6th June 

Sex and Relationships Education Information Session for 

Parents – Wednesday 8th June- 6.30pm 

Celebration Assembly- Friday 10th June -9am 

World Celebration Week- Monday 12th-Friday 17th June 

Beech Class Assembly- Friday 17th June -9am 

FOGG Rio-Runathon-Friday 17th June-2.30-3.15pm on Rec 

And finally, some of our older children have been bringing 

chewing gum to school. Can I remind everyone that chewing 

gum is not permitted? We also have seen an increase in the 

number of children wearing brightly coloured trainers and 

Converse to school. Please can I remind parents that smart 

shoes or boots in plain black, navy or dark brown should be 

worn and that sandals, flip flops, trainers or casual shoes are 

not part of our school uniform? May I take this opportunity 

to wish you all a great half term? I look forward to seeing 

everyone back in school on Monday 6th June.                                                                                                              

Mrs Helen Scrivner   
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