
 

Have we only been back in school a fortnight since the half 

term break? It seems like such a lot has happened! We have 

had a superb Science Week in school this week, with lots of 

fascinating activities running designed to enthuse the 

children about science. Our week was launched with an 

interactive ‘Mad Science’ assembly. Yesterday Ash, Willow, 

Beech and Oak classes had the opportunity to explore the 

different senses inside the inflatable kinetic dome. Cate in 

Willow class said she particularly enjoyed feeling the 

different toys without looking and trying to work out what 

they were and which words could describe them. If you visit 

the corridor outside Ash class 

you will see a giant beanstalk 

has taken root as the children 

have been linking their learning 

about Jack and the Beanstalk 

with planting their own bean 

seeds. They have also been 

particularly excited to see what 

happened to their three 

coloured ice cones which have 

gradually been melting in the 

classroom! 

This morning the children in Pine, Rowan and Lime class 

donned their forensic suits as they learnt about finger 

printing. Earlier in the week, they had been investigating the 

fat and sugar content of different sorts of food with the mad 

science team, and identifying whether animal skulls 

belonged to carnivores, omnivores or herbivores. Opinions 

were divided amongst the children as to which was their 

favourite activity. 

 

Meanwhile, back inside the sensory dome, Birch and Cherry 

class had a virtual tour of the human body as they learnt 

about different organs. Earlier in the week, Cherry class had 

a visitor who explained to them about the cell structures of 

a range of human cells, and this children produced some 

fantastic artistic interpretations of different cell types. The 

red cabbage test was also popular as they created their own 

universal indicator to test whether liquids were acidic or 

alkaline. Birch class had a trip out to NAPP Pharmaceuticals 

where they took part in a range of activities all about the 

human body including understanding asthma, testing the 

effects of placing their hands in a bucket of ice water for a 

minute and designing their own packaging for a medication.  

 

As this goes to print we are just beginning our preparations 

for our special science week assembly and hope that many 

parents will join us to find out a little more about the things 

we have learnt this week. A big thank you to Mrs Storer for 

all her hard work in organising and coordinating the week. 

As a follow up to the ‘Anti-bullying’ work we did in school 

before half term, the children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed 

a theatrical workshop all about bullying last Tuesday. The 

children told me that the session “really made you think 

about what happens in people’s everyday lives” and they 

“liked the way each character had a problem to deal with 

and how it gave you ideas of how you could help with 

different problems.” We are very grateful to FOGG for 

funding the Key Stage Two drama workshop. 

This week the school council have completed their survey 

and we are pleased to report that since  our work with the 

children on ‘anti-bullying’ 95.5% of children say they know 

what they would do it they experienced bullying, and 96.4% 

of children felt they had an adult in school they could turn to 
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if they were to experience bullying. School council suggested 

that we should have a week like that again next year.  

 

We have recently hosted two information sessions for Key 

Stage 1 parents, one for parents of children in Year 1 about 

the Phonics Screen, and one for parents of children in Year 2 

about the Year 2 SATS. The PowerPoint presentations shared 

by the Year 1/2 team and the Q&As are now available on the 

school website for parents who could not attend the 

sessions. Please find them under: Curriculum > Key Stages > 

KS1 Information Sessions. Updated information on our 

Family Support provision is now on the website. Parent Info 

> Inclusion > Family Support 

Over the past fortnight the Early Years advisor has spent two 

sessions with the Early Years team providing advice about 

how to encourage the children to apply their phonic 

knowledge to their reading and visiting on a Forest Friday to 

review the provision in our outdoor learning space and make 

further suggestions for how we can develop these sessions. 

We have also had some further input from the Primary 

Improvement Advisor who has spent some time working 

with teachers at the both the planning stage and in 

classrooms. We have run one staff meeting in collaboration 

with staff from Histon Infant school as we prepare to 

undertake some joint moderation of reading and writing 

judgements from three local schools to ensure that our 

assessment systems are accurate and robust and that 

teachers across the schools have a shared understanding of 

end of year judgements. We have also taken the opportunity 

to moderate our maths judgements internally.  

Some of our teaching assistants have also received some 

bespoke training from the Specialist teaching team to 

further refine the support we provide for specific pupils. All 

staff have also received a first aid update to ensure that our 

revised procedures are understood by all.  

 

 

Many of the events over the past fortnight in school would 

not have been possible without the support of the fantastic 

FOGG, who have funding both our science week activities 

and our anti-bullying workshop. The FOGG pond and garden 

group have also been busy, erecting a superb hide from 

which the pond and wildlife area can be viewed, and painting 

our picnic benches and planters. Thank you to the parent, 

staff and children helpers! 

 

And remember, tomorrow evening, (Saturday 5th March), is 

the FOGG quiz night: 7.30-9.30pm. We hope that lots of you 

are able to join us for what promises to be a very 

entertaining evening 

Monday 7th- Friday 11th March – Year 6 trip to France 

Monday 7th March- Year 5 Hockey Competition at CVC 

Tuesday 15th March- Cambridgeshire Music Hub for KS1 

Tuesday 15th March- Cherry visit to Baptist Church 

Tuesday 15th March- Weighing and measuring programme 

for children in Reception and Year 6 

Thursday 17th March – Singfest Choir Festival- 6.30pm 

Friday 18th March- Willow Class Assembly – 9am 

Thursday 24th March- End of term assembly at which we will 

say farewell to Mrs Roban. All parents welcome. 9am. 

A separate letter has come home today informing you of a 

few updates to our first aid arrangements, which I would 

encourage you to read. 

We deliberately ran our school science week just before 

Cambridge Science Festival gets underway. Visit 

http://www.sciencefestival.cam.ac.uk/2016-festival-

coming-soon for the full programme of activities. Running 

from Monday 7th-Sunday 20th March, there are many family 

friendly activities for you to access.  

Mrs Helen Scrivner 

Ongoing School Improvement 

Thank you to FOGG! 

Communication with Parents 

And finally… 

Forthcoming Dates 

http://www.sciencefestival.cam.ac.uk/2016-festival-coming-soon
http://www.sciencefestival.cam.ac.uk/2016-festival-coming-soon


 

 


